RESEARCH INTO THE FAMILY HISTORY OF THE NORTH DORSET HONEYFIELDS FROM 1700.
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RESEARCHING THE HONEYFIELD FAMILY OF NORTH DORSET 

FROM 1700 TO 2000.
Many were tenant farmers who in early days spoke in the Dorset dialect. They did not read or write so the name was written as it was spoken. F was pronounced V.  There are many variations of the spelling in the early records: Honeville, Honnevil, Hunneval, Honeywel, Honevil and Hunnifield are some examples. By the time the family settled at Gillingham the spelling of Honeyfield is constant. (1800 until the present day.)

Research goes back to a marriage at Kington Magna in1704 when Robert Honeywell married Jane Parsons. Kington Magna is a small village four miles from Gillingham overlooking the Blackmore Vale. Three generations lived in the village and were baptised, married and buried there.

Robert was born about 1680 in the reign of Charles the Second. We don’t know where he was born. He lived through the reigns of James the Second, William and Mary, Queen Anne, George I and George II, and he died in 1766 in the reign of George III at Kington Magna. Robert and Jane had three children: the eldest, Jane, appears to have been a cripple as the Church Warden’s Accounts refer to her being in distress repeatedly from 1741 to her death in 1767 at the age of 62, when the Parish paid for her coffin, digging her grave and tolling the bell at a of cost 10s 6d. The second child Robert, born 1706, married Anne Beaton in 1735 at St Peter’s Church in Shaftesbury. Anne was born in 1714. They produced eight children, all recorded at Kington Magna. James: their eighth child is my great great grandfather. 

Kington Magna is an isolated village four miles from Gillingham. The church of All Saints is in a beautiful position on the escarpment overlooking the Blackmore Vale.  Below the church is a large medieval fish pond and in the churchyard an ancient yew tree. There are no Honeyfield gravestones. In the village there are farmhouses and cottages of the 17th and 18th century. We do not know where they lived. The church records reveal Honeyfields from 1704 to 1793. The Enclosure Act around 1780 was most likely to have been the reason for the family leaving Kington Magna to settle in the Gillingham area.  

James, b 1761, married Mary White at Sturminster Newton, 1st Feb 1790. They came to live at Huntingford, a hamlet near Gillingham.
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GILLINGHAM.
James and Mary brought up their eight children at Huntingford, a hamlet with a few farms and cottages.  It would have been a long walk to Gillingham yet all the children were baptised at St. Mary’s Church. They did not go to school.
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The Family Tree shows that some members of the family were leaving Gillingham by 1825 to find work. William, a woolstapler, married Elizabeth White at Glasbury on Wye.  Others went to find work away from Dorset and agriculture in the Somerset coal mines, Bristol and South Wales. 
John, the eldest son (my great grandfather), married Hannah Morgan. She was born and brought up at Gutch Pool Farm not far from Huntingford.  Another son, James, married Charlotte Coombes and stayed in Gillingham farming 150 acres and employed three men in 1851. Their daughter, Miriam, married John Goddard and emigrated to Clinton, Iowa, USA in 1880, followed by another grandson of James who was born at Cole Street Farm, Gillingham. We are in touch with their descendants.  

The gravestone of James is one of the few around St Mary’s Church and inscribed on it are the names of some of his children. It reads: ‘In memory of James Honeyfield who died 26th March 1836 and of Mary his wife who died July 21st 1835 aged 66; also of Ann their daughter who died January 1807 aged 10 years; also of Jane Langley the daughter of James Honeyfield who died May 15th 1881 aged 82 years. Also of William Honeyfield her son who died September15th 1880 aged 74 years. Also Jane wife of the above who died June 8th 1892 aged 75 years.’ 

GILLINGHAM HISTORY.
Gillingham has been a site of human habitation from earliest times. Today it is a small bustling industrial town on the edge of the Blackmore Vale in North Dorset at the confluence of three rivers over which pass five town bridges. 

There is evidence of Roman Settlement. Later in the 12th century there was a royal hunting lodge which by 1300 had become redundant. Medieval period records mention 130 dwellings and a population of several hundred. In the 17th century the enclosure of Gillingham Forest began. The land was cleared and divided into large fields and isolated farm houses were built. A fire swept through the town in 1694 which explains why so few early buildings survive. 

Industry first came to the town around 1769 with the establishment of silk spinning. The rivers have provided power for the mills that came in the 18th century. All through the ages the largest employer has been the land and until recent times the work was done by hand. The workers had a very hard life and were poorly paid, life expectancy was not good as food was not plentiful, medicine was hard to come by and smallpox outbreaks were frequent. In1710 there were 19 deaths. In 1740 there was another outbreak and again in 1769 there was a severe outbreak. Scarlet Fever often occurred and was a killer. In 1843 there were 41 deaths. In 1859 Robert and Rhoda Honeyfield buried 4 little sons aged 4, 3, 2, and an infant. In 1830 farm workers became very dissatisfied as many had no work and were on ‘poor relief’ and riots followed. 1840 was the time of the Irish Famine and many thousands emigrated, some to New Zealand. In 1848 the church overseers gave £40 followed by £150 for poor people to emigrate. 

Much of North Dorset was owned by large estates. The Morgans rented from the Duchy of Cornwall and the Honeyfields from the Duke of Westminster. These wealthy landowners were never very interested in the local people or their welfare, only in the income derived from ownership. They employed unscrupulous agents who controlled the tenants. In 1847 The Wilts and Dorset Banking Company closed their office in Gillingham following acute agricultural depression and so at that time our ancestors began to consider emigration to find a better life where the climate was more agreeable for dairy farming with no tithes to pay and less taxes, where they could acquire land and eventually be their own masters. Many of our family (the Honeyfields) emigrated: between 1849 and 1856 four sons and one daughter of John and Hannah left Gillingham for New Zealand to be followed by a granddaughter in 1875, a grandson in 1876 and three great grandsons in 1910. In 1875 Miriam (Honeyfield) Goddard left Gillingham for the USA followed by James Benjamin Honeyfield from Cole Street Farm in 1880. John and Ellen Honeyfield, grandchildren of John and Hannah, left Park Farm in 1910 and settled in Manitoba, Canada. 

They all hoped for a better life and were prepared to work hard. They never returned to their homeland and made a new life in New Zealand and North America. 

From1783 to well into the 20th century there were many Honeyfields in Gillingham: 40 in the 1841 census and 31 in 1901, but now there are none. All that is left to remind us is an estate of houses in Peasemarsh named Honeyfields. 

GILLINGHAM DEVELOPMENT.
Gillingham possessed an early Grammar School for boys founded in the reign of Henry VIII continuing until 1906 when it became a mixed Grammar School for boys and girls. The Education Act of 1871 brought universal education to Gillingham.  

The population of Gillingham has risen steadily: in 1801 it was 1,872, by 1921 it had risen to 3,294, and since the Second World War with much housing development it is now over 9,000. 

The coming of the railway in 1859 transformed Gillingham into a minor manufacturing town. Many dairy product industries developed in the town. 

1847: Oake Woods bacon factory established. 

1855: Wilts and Dorset Banking opened an agency. 

1865: Gillingham Pottery Brick and Tile Company formed. 

The 18th and 19th centuries were a period of much development in the town and in the country as a whole but now all the factories associated with dairy farming have gone. So have the industries concerning the countryside: the Saw Mills, the Butter Factory and the factory which produced glue from animal bones. Beer is no longer brewed. There were once several glove factories, now only one remains. In times past gloving was an important home industry. The cattle market has closed and farmers take their animals by road to distant markets. Motorised transport has put an end to the blacksmith who dealt with the horses and commercial garages have replaced the wheelwright. Today the principal employers are the service industries which are situated in several industrial estates on the outskirts of the town. Gillingham has changed with the times and will 
[image: image1]Continue to change, but the history remains. 

CONSTABLE AND GILLINGHAM, 1820 AND 1823.

In the summer of 1820 Constable stayed with his friend, John Fisher, in the close at Salisbury. They visited Gillingham during their stay. John Fisher was also the vicar of Gillingham. It has been established that Constable was at Ecliffe on Saturday 29th July, and made a drawing in Common Mead Lane on Sunday 30th July and next day he sketched a farm cart. By 1823 Archdeacon Fisher and family had taken up residence in Gillingham and Constable was encouraged to visit. In August 1823 he travelled to Salisbury, thence to Gillingham. He completed two works during his stay including Parhams Mill. The view is not so recognisable today as the mill burned down in 1825 but the surrounding countryside accurately portrayed 
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THE BRIDGE AT GILLINGHAM.

‘The Bridge at Gillingham’ is of great interest to the town; it was painted by Constable while he was actually in Gillingham. The bonneted girls on the bridge are believed to be workers from the silk mill. 

In September 1823 Constable wrote to his wife from Gillingham, “This is a melancholy place but it is beautiful, full of little bridges, rivulets, mills and cottages, the most beautiful trees and verdure I ever saw.”
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A letter from John Fisher to Constable towards the end of 1823 records a great storm in Gillingham. In 1830 he wrote, “the rains have swollen the rivers and swamped  all our Dorsetshire meadows. The uncut hay is mudded, the cows and sheep are tainted with the coath and every paddock is spoilt with ‘cows heels’. This is the third consecutive year this has happened and in consequence all my Gillingham farmers are ruined, seven of them are breaking stones on the road.”

Our ancestors were no doubt having a difficult time farming the land. James and Mary at Huntingford would have been in their last years and needed help from their family. John and Hannah married in1821 and had a small farm at Bay (Malt House) where Robert (1822), Harriet Matilda (1824), Sarah (1826) and Eliza (1829) were born. No doubt the family were helped by Hannah’s father to move to a much larger farm on the Duke of Cornwall’s Estate at Longmore in 1830. It appears that farming was improving when the family finally moved to Park Farm in 1835 as it was a farm of 300 acres employing 8 men. 

When Constable was painting the bridge at Gillingham John and Hannah were at Malt House with Robert, aged one. 

GILLINGHAM TOWN MILLS.

There has been a grist mill here since Norman times. The building on the right is the Grist Mill with the two half open doors. It was used for grinding corn, wheat etc. The waterwheel could be examined through the slit in the wall above the quorn stones which lean against the wall. This mill kept going until 1963 and would have been used by my great grandfather and other family members. 

The building on the left is the Silk Mill. It was an extensive building and had priority over the Grist Mill at times of water shortage. The left part of the building housed the silk workrooms where silk was separated from the cocoons. Young girls were apprenticed from the age of eight years until they were eighteen. The upper floor was a dormitory for the girls. The 1841 census records three Honeyfields as silk threaders. The mill was built in 1769 and the building demolished in 1924. 

The area of the mill race (partly enclosed by railings) was a public open space provided for cattle to drink.
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SITES OF FAMILY INTEREST.
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                                The Bridge over the Shreen Water in the hamlet 
                                    of Huntingford, home of James and Mary.


[image: image10]
The west view of Gutch Pool Farm.
             This was the birthplace of Hannah Morgan who married John Honeyfield,                                  

                        son of James and Mary, who came from Huntingford.
CHURCHES OF FAMILY INTEREST.

St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury.                                   St Mary’s Churchyard, Gillingham.
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     This church witnessed the marriage

     of Robert and Ann Beaton in 1735.







The gravestone of James and Mary and some

                                                                                   of their children, 1807-1892, and Janet Verry       

                                                                                from New Zealand, descendant of James Charles.
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The marriage of James Honeyfield and Mary White took place at St Mary’s, 

Sturminster Newton, 1st February 1790. They both signed with a X. 

The witnesses were James Goddard and John Inkpen.

JOHN AND HANNAH   1795-1872.

John was born and grew up at Huntingford. At the age of 26 he married Hannah Morgan, aged 19, at St Mary’s, Gillingham, in 1821. Hannah was born at Gutch Pool Farm which her father rented from the Duke of Cornwall’s Estate together with Longmoor Farm nearby. They set up their first home at Malt House Farm. Son Robert and daughters Harriet Matilda, Sarah and Eliza were born there. We know this because Hannah kept a note book and recorded the place of birth and dates of all her twelve children, eleven of whom survived to maturity. She worked a sampler dated 1813 and signed her name in the Parish Marriage Records. John did not read or write and signed with a X. All the children were educated though they were all born before the Education Act of 1871. The family moved to Longmoor Farm and here Henry and William were born. By 1835 they had moved to Park Farm (Duke of Westminster’s Estate) where the family were established for nearly 100 years. Five more children were born here: Emma, John, James, Charles and George. Family research in New Zealand brought to light a letter written by Henry John in 1851 to his sister Harriet Matilda who had emigrated two years earlier and from this letter we learn much about the family at this time.

For instance, Robert is about to be married to Rhoda Howe and is renting Woodwater Farm. Harriet Matilda is already in New Zealand and married to John Litchfield Newman from southern Ireland; they have had their first child. Sarah is about to be married to John Morgan. Henry himself is a tailor, having completed his apprenticeship in Salisbury, he is planning to emigrate to New Zealand. We learn that William had accompanied Harriet to New Zealand in 1850 aged 17, and that John and James are at school in Marnhull.  

Edmund aged 10, Charles aged 8 and George aged 4 are not mentioned.  

The Census Return of 1851 states that John Honeyfield, farmer of  Park Farm (300 acres), was employing 12 labourers.  

Emma Elizabeth was the 7th child of John and Hannah, born on the 20th March 1835 at Park Farm. Hannah wrote in her note book that Emma Elizabeth died on 19th April 1839 aged 4 years. 

Hannah died in 1865. The next year John married Sarah Miles, a widow and 24 years younger. By this time five of the family were settled in New Zealand; Robert and John had farms of their own and only Charles and George were at home and they did not marry for another ten years. 

John and Sarah retired to Peasemarsh. John made his will in 1872 and he died the same year leaving his house and some land in trust for his children. Sarah lived another 32 years so that his estate was not settled until 1904. By this time only John, James and George were living. 

There is a grave stone to John and Hannah in the old churchyard, now a garden, in Cemetery Road, Gillingham. 
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HANNAH’S SAMPLER.
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Hannah was born and grew up at Gutchpool Farm where she would have worked her sampler. Later, no doubt she encouraged her daughters to embroider.

HANNAH’S BIRTHPLACE.
[image: image13.jpg]


 
Gutchpool Farm near Motcomb, part of the Duchy of Cornwall Estate.

Hannah grew up here and married John Honeyfield in1821 from nearby Huntingford.
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John and Hannah in later life.

HOMES OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
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                   Malthouse Farm, the first home of John and Hannah, 1821–1829. 

                        The right hand part of the house is the original farmhouse.

                         Robert, Harriet Matilda, Sarah and Eliza were born here. 
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Longmoor Farm, 1829 –1835, where Henry and William were born.
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                                  Park Farm, whence the family moved in 1835 

                                          where five more children were born.

ROBERT, FIRST CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Robert was born at Malthouse Farm, Gillingham, in 1822, moving to Longmoor Farm and Park Farm in his childhood. In 1852 he married Rhoda Howe at St Mary’s, Gillingham. They  rented Woodwater Farm from the Westminster Estate. They produced ten children but it is sad to discover that in 1859 four sons died aged 5, 4, 2 and an infant.     In 1871 Woodwater Farm is described as 400 acres, employing 9 men and 3 boys. 

Ten years later in 1881 Robert and Rhoda had moved to Peasemarsh where the farm is described as 64 acres, employing 1 man. Robert’s will of 1881 brings to light that he had bought Knappers Farm, Newent, Gloucestershire. 

By this time son James had left home to farm at Newent. Ambrose, aged 20, had settled in New Zealand in 1876. The children  who were still at home were Oliver aged 21, Opie aged 19, Edmund Rufus aged 11, Matilda aged 15. According to the census of 1881 James’ wife, Mary (Cannock), with baby Robert aged 7 months, were staying with the family in Gillingham after their dairy shop in London had failed. 

Robert died 6th December 1881 aged 59. He left Knappers Farm in trust for his wife and family (except Ambrose). He left £150 to the Baptist Chapel in Gillingham. The Honeyfield family had always supported the Established Church but Robert had an argument with the agent of the Duke of Westminster over the shooting of pheasants and was subsequently given notice to quit Woodwater Farm. Robert was so upset over the accusation that he disassociated himself from the Church of England and joined the Baptists. 

Ten years later the census of 1891 shows that living at Peasemarsh were Robert’s widow, Rhoda, the head of the house and described as a farmer, Opie aged 29, Matilda aged 24, Edmund Rufus aged 21, and Rhoda aged 7 (granddaughter), who it is understood, spent much of her childhood with the family at Gillingham.

By 1891 Oliver had left for Australia, Ambrose was settled in New Zealand and James was farming in Gloucestershire. Edmund Rufus married in 1892. Rhoda died in 1895 aged 68, and it is understood that after that Opie, Matilda and granddaughter Rhoda moved to Newent. 
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Woodwater Farm, 1980.

NOTICE TO QUIT WOODWATER FARM.
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Eddix Hill Farm House.

This farm house could have been a forester’s house within the Gillingham Forest as it is said to be the oldest house in Gillingham. In a recent restoration of the property a very fine 15th Century grate was discovered and its date confirmed. Also some of the outside stonework could be of an even earlier date. It is most likely that Robert and Rhoda moved here from Woodwater Farm.

DESCENDANTS OF ROBERT AND RHODA.
James Charles, eldest son, b.1853 at Woodwater Farm, m. Mary Anne Cannock 1880. They farmed at Knappers  Farm, Newent, Glos. Their children were:

1.   Robert, b. 1880; m. Agnes Castledine (no issue).

2.   William Henry, b.1882; emigrated to New Zealand 1910; d. 1926. 

3.   Rhoda Mary, b.1883; m. Martin Jones 1938; d.1958 (no issue ). 

4.   Walter Augustus, b.1885; m. Stephenie ?; emigrated to New Zealand 1910. 

5.   Agnes Nellie, b. 1886. 

6.   Caroline Alberta May, b.1887; m. Ben Goldring 1917; d.1973. 

7.   Florence Emily (Florrie) b.1889; she did not marry; d.1975. 

8.   Florence Octavia, b.1891; d.1892 

9.   Albert Edward, b.1892; d.1892. 

10. Herbert Sidney, b.1893; emigrated to New Zealand 1910; m.1917 Mary Crompton; 

      d.1954 Te Puke N Z. 

11.  Lillian Beatrice, b.1894; d. 1894. 

Ambrose John, 4th son, b.1856, emigrated to New Zealand 1876 aged 20, on the Rangitiki to Wellington, as a paid passenger with his cousin Herbert Hann, son of his mother’s sister, Caroline. He brought with him some farming equipment and set up farming in the Stratford area; later he bought land on the Ohanga Road. He married May Piggot 1878. They had nine children who were:

1. Alberta Selina, b.1882; m. Fred McDonald.

2. Alice, b.1886; m. Christopher Topless. 

3. Laura Eileen, b.1887; m. Ivan Walters 1903. 

4. Grace, b.1888; m. Stan Riley 1928. 

5. Rhoda May b.1889. 

6. Margaret Ellen, b.1893. 

7. Henry Robert, b.1895; m. Lydia Amy (Fisher) Axton 1927. 

    They had twin sons (1)Robert Henry, (2) Barry John, b.1932; m. Elma Patterson1959
8. William Newman, b.1901. 

9. Charles Rufus, b.1906; m. Christine Leper 1932.  

Oliver, 7th son, b.1860. Very little is known after he left Gillingham in 1881 when he was 21 and described as a farmer’s son. After the death of his father he left for Australia where he was travelling on horseback when he was robbed and murdered. His death is recorded at Toowoomba, Australia. 

Opie Augustus, 8th son, b.1863. The only son who did not follow in the farming tradition, he remained in Gillingham with the family until the death of his mother in 1895. With his sister Matilda he went to Gloucester and lived at Knappers Farm. In 1900 Matilda married and Opie went to Bristol and in 1907 married Bessie, who was reputed to have been an actress. He died in 1933 (no issue). 
Bill Goldring (Truro) told me he could remember in his childhood accompanying his uncle Opie and collecting ground rents from his property in Bristol and taking the cash to a bank. 
DESCENDANTS OF ROBERT AND RHODA CONTINUED.
Mary Jane Matilda, 9th child, b.1865. She spent her young days with her family in Gillingham and cared for her brother’s eldest daughter, Rhoda, who was born at Newent. After the death of her mother in 1895, Matilda left Gillingham with Opie and niece Rhoda and settled at Knappers Farm, Newent, near her brother, James. In1900 she married Martin Jones who had come from Ross on Wye to work on her brother’s farm at Kempley. They built a home named Laurelhurst on land of the farm. They had one daughter, Rhoda Flossie, b.1902. In 1938 Matilda died. The same year Martin Jones married Rhoda Honeyfield, b.1883, the niece of his first wife and the daughter of James and Mary (Cannock). They were married for 18 years. Martin died in 1956. Two years later Rhoda died aged 75. 

Rhoda Flossie Jones, b.1902. She never married and continued to live at Laurelhurst. She died in 1980. She was loved and respected by all the family.  
She had saved a large number of family photographs etc, which were passed to Bill Goldring after her death. 
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Flossie Jones with her parents.

Edmund Rufus, 10th child, b.1970, at Woodwater Farm. He was only two years old when the family moved to another farm in Peasemarsh, Gillingham. He married Emma Tucker from Bonham Farm, Stourton, in 1892 at Mere. He was the only member of Robert’s family to remain in the Gillingham area. He farmed at Plaishbridge Farm, Cucklington, and had no children. He retired to West Stour and died in 1938. 
I remember him in my childhood driving his pony and trap to market. 

ROBERT AND RHODA WITH THEIR FOUR CHILDREN.
Oliver left, Robert and Rhoda centre, Opie right; Ambrose and Mary Jane Matilda below.
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FOUR WIVES.
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      Mary Cannock, wife of James.                               May Piggot, wife of Ambrose.
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                Bessie, wife of Opie.                            Edmund Rufus and Emma Tucker.

JAMES CHARLES HONEYFIELD, NEWENT, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
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The family of James and Mary (Cannock), Newent, Gloucestershire.

(Standing) Left: William, Rhoda, Robert, Caroline, Walter.

(Sitting) Left: Herbert, Father, Mother, Florence.
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Mary Jane Matilda,                                 Martin Jones.                       Rhoda Mary

daughter of Robert and Rhoda.

Mary Jane Matilda married Martin Jones in 1865. Mary Jane Matilda died in 1938 and the same year Martin married Rhoda Honeyfield, the niece of his first wife and daughter of  James and Mary. Martin died in 1956 and Rhoda two years later aged 75.

AMBROSE IN NEW ZEALAND. 
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              May and Ambrose.                                          Henry Robert (standing).

                                                                                 Charlie, Ambrose, May (sitting).
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(Standing) Charlie, Henry Rhoda, Laura.

(Sitting) May, Grace, Alice, Alberta.

(In front, Alice’s children) Ivan, Doreen, Irene (Topless).

SARAH JANE, THIRD CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Sarah was born at Malt House Farm, Bay, Gillingham and baptised at Gillingham on 30 July, 1824. She married her cousin, John Morgan, who was christened at Gillingham on 6 November, 1824. He was the son of Charles and Dinah [Hall] Morgan. They farmed at Lower Langham Farm, Gillingham (240 acres and employing 6 men and 3 boys). John and Sarah married on 19 February, 1852, in the Independent Chapel, Shaftesbury, and the witness was Robert Honeyfield, brother and Rhoda Howe. The census of 1861 indicates they farmed at Motcombe. Their children were:  

1.  Frank William, b.1853 Gillingham.

2.  Lewis, b. about 1855 Gillingham. The 1861 Census shows him living at  Motcombe.     

     By 1881 aged 26 he was farming 53 acres employing 2 boys at Bay Road, Gillingham.  

3.  Henry James, b.1857, Motcombe. The 1881 Census shows him living at Bay Road,  

     Gillingham, aged 24, as a Ironmonger in partnership with his brother Lewis. In 1892  

     described as yeoman. Married Mary Jane Morgan, b.1857, by banns 24 February   

     1892.  She was the daughter of Robert Morgan and Emily [Edwards] of Semley Farm,  

     West Tisbury. 

4.  Alosiah , b.1859. The 1861 Census shows him living at  Motcombe. 

We know very little about Sarah Jane, the family did not keep in touch. 

There is a record of her son, Henry James, benefiting from the will of Alice Brown Honeyfield, widow of Henry John Honeyfield, in 1927. It appears he was the only son surviving at that time.  
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St Mary’s Parish Church, Motcombe.
LETTER FROM HENRY JOHN TO HARRIET MATILDA IN NEW ZEALAND, 1851.
70 & 72 Lisson Grove, London.

23rd, November, 1851.

My dearest Sister,



I must say in the first instance I should have written before, but no news particularly to relate. I have left Salisbury as you see; I left directly my apprenticeship expired, and thought it better for a time to a good knowledge of my business. I find it very different too. We do as much here in one week as we did there in a month.

It is not a very large business; only twenty five young men and two ladies. We live pretty well here for London. I came here 20thOctober. I was not satisfied with the situation at first, and did not like it at all. The work is double as at Salisbury. We work very hard; it’s a very low cutting trade. I should think just adapted for New Zealand. The profit’s almost nothing, but we do such a trade. The shop is full from morn till night. We have no time for anything here. I would not live long here. I cannot think how I have stood it so long. There are not many who can. I’m getting a very good salary, taking everything into consideration. I think my Birth is worth 115 per annum, which is very well at first. I shall try to stay till after Xmas if possible. We are expecting a letter from you before I decide about coming, in fact, I know not what to do. I want to please all if possible, but cannot. Some recommend me to go, others not, but I don’t see the least hopes of doing anything for myself here, that is to be my own master, not without stirring. I can do that when all other means fail. If I was to be an assistant long I would soon flee to the country for ease and comfort, as there are not many to be found here I can assure you. They don’t keep one here long if they don’t work well and know something about their business. Many don’t stop a week. They don’t think much of you if you break a rule you are discharged in five minutes, and they get another in your place before the day is over. Always plenty to take your place. I am obliged to open my eyes, I can tell you. I have seen more of the world since I have been in town than ever before; everyone for himself here and no mistake.
John and James are at school at Marnhull. I saw them when I was at home. James seems to be determined to come with me if I come. I told him I should not have unless he was a good scholar; so he wanted to go to school directly, and went the following week. He is improving very much in manners and education – much better than John.

I heard from home this week; they are all well, and now I must tell you  their little news. They have heard of the arrival of the  noble vessel ‘Stately’ which Bennet left in so we expect some tidings of him soon – Auckland 31st May, but no news from New Plymouth. They say uncle at Longmoor sent letters about three weeks since. I suppose you will have heard of the baby’s death before this. 

LETTER FROM HENRY JOHN CONTINUED.
Your friends are so happy, and getting on so well. Mr and Mrs Bell, Mrs Godwin in Devonshire, Mrs Thompson and Miss hall and many others too numerous to mention desire their kindest respects to you and your beloved husband, wishing you every happiness and prosperity this world can offer you. Your last letter has fallen into the hands of many well-wishers known to you and many strangers and all think you are very fortunate in getting so happy and comfortable. We have no weddings to relate yet, but expect Robert and sister Sarah must be separated before long, as Sarah is engaged to John Morgan, and Robert to Rhoda Howe. I expect it will take place in the spring, so I expect Robert is settled now at Woodwater. I told him I would never stop in such a place was I so situated.

I recommended him to take a sheep farm, but as he is content he will stay. I would not wish him to leave to please me.

I hope and trust William is well and proceeding well in business. I hope to receive a long business letter from him soon. I hope his leg is quite well.

I was at home about a fortnight. I went to Longmoor two or three times, and had a day shooting there, Charlie with me, and we got on very well together. We killed four hares, two rabbits and seven partridges, so I think we had very good sport, but Charlie’s eye was not a very straight one or we should have killed more.

I hope John and William are doing well with their farming; am anxious to hear more from you.

One of our young ladies here is going to be married soon, and going to Australia in January. They don’t know themselves what they are going to do.

I have sent you several newspapers. I dare say you have not much to read there. I think by the Journal that New Plymouth is in a very prosperous condition. I will send you any papers I get, but I don’t get any country news here, but will try to get some from my friends in Salisbury. I hope Bennet got a good voyage, and took care of your goods, and that you will find them very useful. Give him my kind regards when you see him.

I went to Stourton Caundle and saw Eliza; she is fully well, much better than I expected to see her, as she has been very ill, and was at Weymouth three weeks for a change of air. The children are very well and much grown. I made her promise to come and spend a day with me before I came here, and she did. Her man Charles drove her and Kate here by pony and also took them home. I am sorry to say they had an accident on the way home, were overturned, owing to some dog crossing the road. The pony stepped on it and was frightened, then began kicking and beat the gig to pieces, but I’m glad neither of them was hurt much. They slept at Uncle William’s at Fifehead and went home next day.

It’s no use to stick here, as I cannot save much. About getting married, I don’t like to do that without some hope of a business to support us.

I have very nice young lady, in view to whom I am very much attracted, that is one of Mr Reed’s sisters whom you have heard me speak of. 
LETTER FROM HENRY JOHN CONTINUED.

She is the  youngest and quite the pet; her mother objects to our correspondence very much, but it has not much effect on us as where there’s a will there’s a way. I was there the day before I came to London, and was made very welcome and happy.

I must tell you George Thompson has been to Gillingham nearly all the summer and returned with me about the 14th September. I was at their house three weeks before I got into a situation. They often speak of you, and desire very kindly to be remembered to you. They behaved very kindly to me. I have been there two Sundays, and am always welcome when I feel inclined to go.

There are plenty of amusements, and plenty of work; I never knew what work was before. I had plenty of pleasure before I came here, quite tired of a gentleman’s life. George and I went about a great deal, theatres and all such places, so I don’t care about it much now. Here we get out about nine o’clock, and in at eleven excepting Thursdays when we have until twelve, but I don’t want to go out, we are all so tired, and can get anything we want here. Not like Mr Style.
 We have three governors, and very pleasant ones. I have never heard a X word since I have been here, but such a place for work, if you don’t do your work you are sent about your business. 

Respecting my coming, I know not what to do, but expect I shall, sooner or later. Cannot say anything, but about March.

Father says I should be able to manage. What the result will be about my lover I know not, as it’s a very important step to undertake. I have not said anything to Father about it, and very little to Mother. I shall try to go home at Christmas, when I must hear their opinion on the subject. 

It’s not much use to come out there unless I have a good stock of goods with me, or I could get someone to send me out goods. That’s what I want. If I can get Reed to send me goods as I want, I have no doubt I could do well. That is my view at present.

Three of Reed’s sisters are married since you left, they are all doing well I am glad to say.

I don’t think I should like to bring her out with me, but think it best to come first and get a home, but don’t think Mrs Reed will ever consent for her to leave England, that is her only objection, I think.

I should have in the first place congratulated you on the birth of your son and heir, but it was quite forgotten by me, which I hope you will excuse. We are all glad to hear you are doing well by cousin’s letter. I am quite anxious to hear from you. Hoping the baby and husband and yourself are well. 

They at home desire their fondest love to you, your husband, William and cousins.

I remain dear sister,

                    Your affectionate brother,

              H.J. Honeyfield
HARRIET MATILDA, SECOND CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Harriet Matilda was born at Malt House Farm, Gillingham in 1824. At the age of 25 she emigrated to New Zealand with her younger brother, William Henry, and her cousins John and William Morgan. They sailed on The Berkshire on October 7th 1850, and arrived at New Plymouth on January 18th 1851. Later that year she married John Litchfield Newman, a farmer of the Omata District. They had five children. 1860 saw the start of the Taranaki Land Wars. The settlers of Omata combined to build a stockade and the Newman family fled there to safety before being evacuated to Nelson for the next three years. They took a few possessions including Matilda’s sampler she had brought from Park Farm, Gillingham. At the end of hostilities the family returned to New Plymouth where Matilda’s brothers William and James still lived. 

Her children were George, b.1851, d.1924; William, b.1860, d.1924;  Martha, b.1855, d.1886;  John, b.1857, d.1891; Albina, b.1860, d.1948; Henry James, b.1864, m.1896 to Zoe Prosser, they produced 4 daughters and 4 sons, d. 1946. The eldest child, Albina Elizabeth, b.1897, married Oliver Coombe and their youngest child is Margaret Albina, b.1940, m 1964 to David Shegedim. The 5th child of Henry James and Zoe Prosser was Beatrice May, b.1906, m. Ernest Coombe, a brother of Oliver. 

We visited Opunaki in 1980 and met Albina and May also Margaret Shegeden.  Margaret has visited us in Dorset.  

Harriet Matilda died in New Plymouth 1886 aged 62; her husband died later the same year aged 71. Matilda’s ‘Obedience’ Sampler was ultimately donated to the Taranaki Museum. It is typical of a schoolroom sampler of that period. It incorporates a pious verse, crowns and coronets, a heraldic stag, topiary trees, tree of life, fruit bowl, birds, flower pots, a floral band, biblical figures, and is surrounded by an arcaded strawberry border. 
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Feaver House (also known as Newman House) was built in 1895 for Henry (Harry) Newman and his wife, Zoe Newman (née Prosser). They were the first couple to be married in the St Barnabas Anglican Church (1895) which is still across the road from the house. There have been many other occupants in the house since that time. 
HARRIET MATILDA’S SAMPLER.
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ELIZA MARY, FOURTH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Eliza was born at Malt House Farm, Gillingham, in 1828 and baptised at Gillingham. In 1846 she married Isaiah Maggs, b.1815, at Penselwood, son of Michael and Ann [Cox] Maggs. Michael Maggs was a flax manufacturer. 
Isaiah and Eliza farmed at Stourton Caundle.  

Eliza is mentioned in a letter of 1851 written by brother Henry John to sister Matilda in New Zealand. Two children are mentioned in a visit to Park Farm and there is a description of returning to Stourton Caundle when the pony took fright and the cart was much damaged. As a result Eliza and the children stayed the night with ‘Uncle William’ at Fifehead Magdalen.   

Isaiah and Eliza’s children were:  

1.   Kate: b.1847, m Edward Thomas Petty, 1866. They emigrated to New Zealand in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

      1875 and her husband set up as a cabinet maker in New Plymouth. She died in 1913,  

      aged 67. Her surviving children were Mrs. C. Roberts of Pangaroa: Mrs F.  Dean,  

      Auckland: Mrs. J Main, New Plymouth: and sons, Thomas, Arthur and Herbert. 
      We met her grandsons, Ashley and Laurence, on two visits to Taranaki and Laurence     

      and his wife visited us in Dorset.  

2.   Octavia: baptised 13 October, 1848, m. Charles Scammel, 1877. They farmed at 

      Whitechurch, Henstridge: daughters Eva and Fanny mentioned in Florence 

      Honeyfield’s Birthday book.

3.   Louisa Alice: b.1850, m. Sam Rice from Marchard Bishop, Devon. They farmed at  

      Newleaze  Farm, Stourton Caundle.  

4.   Emma Augustus: b.1855. 

5.   Frank: b.1857.  

6.   Eliza Mary: baptised January, 1861.  

7.   Felix Henry: baptised January, 1861, married and moved to Foulscott Manor, South          

      Morton, Wallingford, Berks.  

8.   Ernest Albert: baptised 29 January, 1863, d.31 July, 1863. 

9.   Ernest Albert: baptised 9 March, 1866, d.13 March, 1866. 

10. Eva: baptised 20 December, 1867, d.2 January, 1868.

11. Herbert: 1867.    

Isaiah died at Stourton Caundle, 29 May, 1878.
Eliza died at  Kingsclere, Southampton, 9 July, 1890.  

My family at Buckhorn Weston kept in touch with the Maggs family of Stourton Caundle and 8 Maggs names, 3 Scammells and Sam Rice are recorded in the Birthday Book.

DWELLINGS AT STOURTON CAUNDLE.
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Barrow Hill Farm.

Eliza married Isaiah Maggs in 1846. They farmed at Barrow Hill Farm, Stourton Caundle. Eleven children were born here. Isaiah died in 1878. Eliza carried on the farm and is described in the Census of 1881 as the farmer. 
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Laurel Bank.
This was until 1935 the residence of Samuel Rice and Louisa Alice, daughter of Eliza. They farmed both Newleaze and Higher Woodrow Farms. 

ELIZA MARY’S SAMPLER.
[image: image85.jpg]A1 protection despite his notorious Koyalist sympathies, and he did it by
sending his two sons to the School.

On to the Nineteenth Century

In the nineteenth century the Free School continued next door to the
Phoenix Hotel, and though for many years now it has been a shop and ¢
dwelling house, it is easy to see in the present lay-out of the premises, the
two schoolrooms, 'one above and one below' which the Charity Comm
sioners of 1836 record. Also can be seen from the back a patch of
comparatively recent tiles (see page 2) which cover the place on the roof
where the school bell used to be.

On some of the windows of the long upper landing, Fred Bowles, and C
King scratched their names quite a number of times in 1870. Some of
these can still be seen today.

The last Master was James Sheppard who retired in 1876 when the school
moved to a new purpose built school (see back cover) approached by
School Lane, and this has evolved over the last 126 years to the present
Comprehensive School of over 1400 pupils.

Mr James Sheppard and his pupils in the yard behind the old Free School

Mr Sheppard was Undermaster from 1838-1855 and Master from 1855-1876
There is a memorial tablet to him in the Parish Church, ¢1874
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THE HONEYFIELD PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS IN NEW ZEALAND.
John Morgan, the son of Edmund Morgan [Hannah’s brother], from Longmore Farm, left many writings about his early days in Gillingham and his life in New Zealand from 1849 to 1916. From these writings we have learned much about conditions in the area around Gillingham. As the large families of Morgans and Honeyfields grew up they were not satisfied with conditions on the farms rented from large estates and landowners so they began to look around for a better life. They read and heard about New Zealand where the climate was better and stock could be kept on the land all winter and where there were no tithes or taxes to pay. John Morgan aged 20, and his brother, William aged 19, with Harriet Matilda aged 25, and her brother, William Honeyfield aged 17, decided to go to New Zealand. The parents agreed. Edmund Morgan and John Honeyfield went to London and secured passages on the barque Berkshire. The boys would go as steerage passengers but Matilda was secured an intermediate passage. They were to sail on the 4th October, 1849. The four prepared themselves with suitable clothing and needs as advised by a family friend who had just returned from New Zealand.  

On Saturday the 29th September ,1849, they left Gillingham in a spring cart driven by Edmund Morgan bidding goodbye to family and friends. They drove overnight to Salisbury then took the train to London. The boys had not been far from home before or even seen a train. They stayed a night at the Wool Pack Tavern. Matilda had been to London a few times and was able to show them around. Next day they got their luggage from Waterloo Station and took it to St. Katherine’s Dock where they put it on board the Berkshire. They then took the train to Gravesend where they joined the ship and they finally sailed on the 4th October. The barque of 380 tons carried 100 passengers and a crew of 30. The young travellers were beset with seasickness for some days but finally settled to make the best of the six week voyage which was uneventful with not much rough weather. They lived mainly on salt pork, an occasional porpoise and at Christmas a sheep was killed. On the 13th January, 1830, they sighted New Zealand but they did not land until the 16th at New Plymouth after 101 days at sea. After some temporary accommodation they soon found work as harvesting had commenced.  

Descendants of John and Hannah who became New Zealand settlers.

Daughter: Harriet Matilda, 1850; Son: William John, 1850;  Son: Henry John, 1852;  
Son: James Charles, 1852; Son: Edmund Morgan, 1856.  

Grandson: Ambrose, 1876; Grandaughter: Kate (Maggs) Petty, 1875.  

Great grandsons: William, Walter, Herbert; sons of James Charles of Newent, 1910.   

HENRY JOHN, 5TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Henry was born in 1830 at Longmoor Farm near Gillingham. We have learned much from writings which have survived. A letter was discovered in New Zealand written to his sister in 1851.  From this we learn that he had completed his apprenticeship at Salisbury and was working in London at a tailoring establishment. Already he had set his sights on New Zealand.  In 1852 aged 22, with his younger brother, James Charles aged 13, they set sail for New Zealand in the Joseph Fletcher. Part of the diary he wrote survives. James suffered from sea sickness and this is often mentioned throughout the voyage. Henry was occupied with cooking and caring for his fellow passengers.  Smallpox and births and deaths among the families occurred causing concern. Weather was an important factor. They harpooned porpoises and caught sea birds to supplement their diet. Pigs, sheep and cows were carried on board and used for food. Henry and James were met by sister Matilda and brother William who were already in New Plymouth.  

Henry had experience in trade in England and had worked in a large shop in London. He took with him a stock of drapery and haberdashery goods which he advertised for sale in New Plymouth after his arrival. In 1853 he purchased an established drapery and general store from Mr G. W. Woon.  

Henry returned to England in 1854/55 via Sydney and Cape Horn. A diary also covers part of this voyage. In England he married Eliza Mary Read, born in 1836 at Alderbury, Wiltshire. With his wife and young brother, Edmund Morgan aged 14, they set sail on the Ashmore which arrived in Auckland on the 27th March, 1856.  Henry resumed business as a shopkeeper and became a partner in the Union Flour Mill.  He appears to have prospered and acquired land at Bell Block where he farmed and owned some 2000 acres. He was somewhat of an entrepreneur and very successful in business due to his ability and determination to overcome obstacles. He was the first to introduce the Hampshire Down sheep to New Zealand and he took a great interest in well-bred stock and also the welfare of the land.  

Eliza died in 1884 aged 48. Henry was now 54 years old. He then married Alice Brown Cottrell who originated from Weymouth, Dorset.  

Alice was the daughter of Richard Cottrell, JP of Weymouth, Dorset. She came to New Plymouth in the early 1880s and lived with her aunt. After the death of her husband she lived in Sydney, Australia, for over 20 years coming back to New Plymouth for visits and travelling extensively. She was well known in New South Wales and Taranaki for supporting deserving causes. In New Plymouth her gifts included a drinking fountain on the Esplanade, tramway shelters at the Railway Station and at Hobson St, new gates for the Henui Cemetery, the children’s paddling pool at Kawaroa Park, showcases for the early settlers room at the museum, the Western Park Gates and the Fitzroy School War Memorial. She kept in touch with her husband’s family and was known as Aunt Alice.  She visited England and wrote in Aunt Flo’s Birthday Book. A letter survives that she wrote to Aunt Flo in 1904 describing her visit to Japan. She died in Sydney in 1927, aged 83. Money from her estate was divided between her many surviving nieces and nephews (37 in all), each receiving over £500.

Sadly Henry died by committing suicide in March 1898, aged 68.  There were no children from either marriage.    

 HENRY JOHN’S VOYAGE DIARY, 1852.
This is part of a diary written by Henry John on his first voyage to New Zealand in 1852. James Charles accompanied him on the Joseph Fletcher and was met by his sister, Harriet Matilda, on arrival at New Plymouth. 

Thursday June 3rd ‘52

A good strong breese this morning at the agreeable pace of eleven knots per hour. Are now in the tropics but don’t feel the heat as much as a strong breese. Have several on board ill from weakness but this smallpox is almost recovered. We caught a flying fish yesterday which we baited a hook with today which proved a failure. We are now rolling about more than ever since on board. Now proceeding 10 knots hope it will continue – goodnight.

Saturday 5th ‘june

A good steady breese still continues. With a little sport we have been harpooning porpoises. Struck three but only captured one. Night came on and stopped our sport being too dark.

Sunday 6th June

Our capture of yesterday being the order for breakfast. Being somewhat fresh for us not having tasted such a thing before but not very delicious. It is now a steady breese but very hot but the breese makes it pleasant.

Monday 7th June

I got up this morning and to my surprise and vexation I saw cream all over the cabin on a/c of the heat and strength it burst the tin and not very nice either. Don’t ever bring cream to sea. A nice steady breese still continues but a deal of illness prevails. Hope soon to get out of the tropics.

Tuesday 8th June

The cream again burst for the third and last time. It has been a complete nuisance so I have just thrown it in the hog barrel so that is one of my troubles over but Mr F very queer. Can’t trust him a moment. 

Wednesday 9th June

Aroused this morn by the noise of sailors and sails but could not understand the meaning heard the mate’s voice “all hands on deck”. Saw the second mate ascend our cabin only with shirt on when he was met by torrents of rain accompanied by wind and lightening. Our between deck was almost drowned in five minutes but only lasted about a ¼ hour when it became quite calm. Not proceeding more than 3 miles per hour with intense heat with three ships in view which caused great excitement but all proved to be outward bound. The smallpox still prevails I’m sorry to say. One more has it – with a number ill, we are very much afraid it will go through the ship which will be awful as so many children. James is very poorly still but only seasickness I hope. Had a part of ham cooked yesterday to save us the trouble as it almost too hot to eat now. Now 5 o’clock, Mr F has just had another fit, the third since on board. He is a great trouble to me as I can’t leave him at all now. A stormy night but no breese.

WILLIAM JOHN, 6TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
William was born at Longmoor Farm, Gillingham, in 1833. Soon afterwards the family moved to Park Farm where he grew up. In 1849 aged 16 he left England with his sister Harriet Matilda and cousins John and William Morgan. They left Gravesend on the 4th October 1849, sailing in the barque Berkshire and arrived at New Plymouth, New Zealand,on the 13th January 1850. John Morgan gives a descriptive account of their early days in Taraniki (see John Morgan, His papers). They worked very hard from the start.  William was later able to secure land in the Omata section. In 1853 aged 20, he married Sarah Barrett aged 17, who was the youngest daughter of Richard (Dicky) Barrett.and Rawinia Waikaina. By 1863 they had six children. A year later William died. Sarah and her children were helped by James Charles and his wife, Caroline. The children were: 
1. Richard b. 1853, d. 1917, m. Florence Loverage. 2. William b. 1855, d. 1938, m. (1) Alice Hoskins, (2) Sarah Morris. 3.  Hannah b. 1857, d. 1861.  4. Henry b. 1859, d. 1938, m. E. Adams. 5. Ellen b. 1861, d. 1941, m. Hugh McLean.  6. Edmund b. 1863. 
(We have been in touch with descendants, Ashley and Laurence Petty, Barry Hodgson and daughter Anne.) 
Caroline and Sarah were the daughters of Richard ( Dicky ) Barrett and his wife Rawinia Waikaina. Dicky Barrett was a whaler engaged in the Britain/Australia trade. About 1828 he came to Nga Motu, now New Plymouth, and settled there after being shipwrecked. He was in close association with the Maori, Ngati Awa. He married Rawinia, a grand daughter of Tautara, Paramount chieftain of the Ngataiwa of Tautara confederation of tribes. She is reputed to have been one of the most beautiful and talented Maori woman of her time.  

Dicky Barrett had lived in Taranaki before the arrival of the major European settlers, and was very serious about his commitment to his Maori kinsfolk. In 1839 he was prominent in negotiating the purchase of Maori lands for the New Zealand Company. Much has been recorded of his life in New Zealand and he has been described as sealer, whaler, hotelier, soldier, diplomat and a true pioneer. He died aged 40 in 1847.  

Barrett Sound, Barrett Reef, Barrett Street, Barrett Hotel are all reminders.  

Caroline married James Charles Honeyfield and Sarah married William John Honeyfield
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Caroline and Sarah Barrett.
JAMES CHARLES, 9TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
James was born at Park Farm, Gillingham. He went to school at Orchard House where there was a school for farmers’ sons. From an early age he was anxious to join his sister and brothers in New Zealand. In 1852 his brother Henry took him on the Joseph Fletcher to New Plymouth. Henry’s diary refers to James being very poorly for much of the voyage with sea sickness. He was only aged 13 and on arrival he worked with his brother, William, farming on the Barrett Road. Later hostilities broke out with the natives and he joined the militia stationed at Omata. He took part in the engagement at Waireka, and subsequently became a member of the mounted corps and saw active service in the Waitara district under Major Nelson. In 1866 he purchased Mr Greenwood’s property at Tataraimaka which he farmed successfully for 30 years. In 1864 he married Caroline Barrett, eldest daughter of Dicky Barrett. James was 23 and Caroline 33. She died in 1899. James died at Moturoa in 1911 aged 72. He was the last survivor of the Honeyfield early settlers.  

The children of James and Caroline.

1. Octavia b1865, d1909, she married Thomas Johns.  2. Sarah b1867, d. 1932   unmarried. 3. Barrett b 1870, d. 1930, he married May State.  4. William b. 1872, d. 1930, he married Ethel Morris.  5. Charles b. 1874, d. 1929, he married Mary Harrison. 
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Caroline and James Charles.
THE FAMILY OF JAMES AND CAROLINE HONEYFIELD.
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Standing: James, Caroline, Sarah.

Sitting: (middle) Ethel (Morris) with baby Eric, Octavia with baby Oscar Johns. 

Sitting: (front) William, Barrett with Thomas Johns, and Charlie.


EDMUND MORGAN, 10TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Edmund was born at Park Farm, Gillingham, in 1841. He was considered a delicate child and the family thought the New Zealand climate would be beneficial. His brother Henry John returned to England in 1855 to marry Eliza Read. Edmund aged 15, travelled with them to New Zealand on the Ashmore in 1856. In 1877 he married Catherine Gane from Mells, Somerset. She had means of her own. They farmed at Patea and they called their house Park Farm. John Morgan in his writings mentions visits to Park Farm in 1895:  “Thursday I was at Park Farm, stayed the night, after breakfast I took a walk on the farm, it looks grand, but grass is very short, about all day at the farm.  ……Friday Cecil Honeyfield started for Wanganui, he promised to visit Newtonlees and to stay a few days helping if required.  ……Saturday I found Mrs Honeyfield fully engaged in the baking establishment, there I found a capital old fashioned brick oven all aglow, various dishes and dough worked into loaves, confectionery all ready for the oven.”

Edmund and Catherine had 11 children; their 5th child (Edith) Mildred came to England in the 1920s. Later she married Ernest Morris at Buckhorn Weston Church, 1925. My father gave her away and my sister Ann was a bridesmaid. She lived in England until after the Second World War when she returned to New Zealand, She died 1970.  Edmund died aged 62 in 1903. Their descendants are known as the Patea  Honeyfields. 
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Edmund Morgan and family, 1903.

Back row: Leonard, Lena, Ivo, Catherine (Mother), Clara, Cecil, Mildred.

Front row:  Irene, Edmund Morgan (Father), Alice, Violet, Maurice.

TWO PARK FARMS.
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Park Farm, Patea, NZ.

On horseback:  Ivo and Lena.

Standing left: Maurice, Violet, Muriel and Mother.
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Park Farm, Gillingham. 

Edmund Morgan left here with Henry in 1856 to emigrate to New Zealand.
CHARLES JAMES, 11TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
Charles was born at Park Farm, Gillingham, in 1843. He stayed at home with his younger brother, George, and by the time of his father’s retirement they were in partnership at Park Farm. In 1875 aged 32, Charles married Letitia Bowles aged 34. They farmed at Higher Farm, Fifehead Magdalen. This was a tenanted dairy farm with cheese making in the summer months. Charles remained in partnership with George at Park Farm. According to his father’s will the brothers inherited all the furniture, household effects and dairy utensils at Park Farm.

My father, Ernest Alfred Honeyfield,was born 1872 and spent some of his young days with his uncle and aunt (who were childless) and attended Fifehead Magdalen School. Charles died aged 51. In 1894 my father, aged 22, helped with running the farm until the estate was wound up and he received £25 from the accounts. The partnership was divided and George received £2,379. Letitia went to live in Gillingham and in the Census returns of 1901 is described as ‘living on private means’. She died in 1908. Charles and Letitia are buried in Gillingham Cemetery. There is a headstone. 

My father was left a bureau and a tea set.  

GEORGE, 12TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
George was born in 1847 at Park Farm, Gillingham, four years after Charles. He was known as a Benjamin or little Benny, the last child of a long family. He married, aged 30, Susannah Francis in 1877. They had four children: 
1. Joel b.1878, married Theodora Harris, 1904; they farmed at East Stour. 2. Nora, b.1880, married Walter Hinks, 1908; they farmed at Buckhorn Weston and Kington Magna. 3. John, b. 1881; he left Park Farm in 1908 and went to Charles City, Iowa, USA, where his cousins from Cole Street Farm, Gillingham, had settled; he decided to go north and arrived at Virden, Manitoba, Canada; John was joined by his sister in 1908. He did not marry. 4. Ellen b.1883, she married William Bartlett in 1909; their daughter, Ruby, has visited her mother’s family in England; she gave me the pictures her mother took to Canada to remind her of Park Farm. 

Susannah died in 1891 and George married Alice Pilbean in1904. The children did not approve of the marriage and made plans to leave home. George and Alice spent their last days at Mere and were eventually reconciled with the first family. George died in 1935. There is a headstone in Gillingham cemetery. 

[image: image42.jpg]



Park Farm looking towards Duncliffe Hill.


HONEYFIELD EMIGRANTS TO NORTH AMERICA, 1871-1908.
Miriam Honeyfield.

Miriam was the granddaughter of James and Mary of Huntingford, Gillingham, and daughter of  James and Charlotte Coombes. Their fourth child, Miriam, b.1837, married John Goddard, 20th July 1858, at St Mary’s Church, Gillingham. The groom’s best man was William Honeyfield (Miriam’s brother) and Arina Godwin was described as the bridesmaid. They had nine children before they left England for Clinton, Iowa, USA, in 1871. Here they had six more children. They settled in Floyd County, Iowa, and later removed to Chancy. In 1886 they opened a general store and John Goddard was postmaster until his death in 1896 aged 60. Then his wife, Miriam, took over serving the community until 1910. Miriam died in 1927 aged 91. She was known as a kind and loving mother and always ready to help those who were in trouble. 

James Benjamin Honeyfield.

James was born at Cole Street Farm, Gillingham, 1867. He was the eldest son of William and Mary Oborn. He emigrated to USA in 1880, aged 17, and went first to his cousin Miriam Goddard at Clinton, Iowa. Then he went to Charles City to work. Here he met his wife, Mary Meggiot; she was English but he did not know her in England. Their children were Ray, Arthur, Lilly, Lucy and Milo. Arthur married Frances Johnson in 1909 and they had seven children: Rowena, Woodrow, James, Milo, Marsala, Frances and Lucy. 

(Marsala and Lucy have visited us in Dorset and stayed a night at Cole Street Farm).

John and Ellen Honeyfield.

John, b.1881, and sister Ellen (Nellie), b.1883, were the son and daughter of George and Susannah (Francis) Honeyfield, of Park Farm, Gillingham. Their mother died in 1891 and the children helped their father with the farming and cheese-making. Joel, the eldest son, married and left to farm at East Stour in 1904. The same year their father married Alice Pilbeam: the children did not approve. John was experienced with horses as the pictures show. Nora and Nellie sent a post card to their cousin Rhoda Honeyfield at Knappers Farm, Newent, in May 1906: it mentioned cheese-making and 140 gallons of milk daily, also ‘100 chicken to care for’. In 1908 Nora married Walter Hinks and went to live at Caggypole Farm, Buckhorn Weston. The same year John and Nellie emigrated taking horses with them. They went first to their cousin, James Benjamin Honeyfield, at Charles City, Iowa, USA. Then they decided to go north to Canada, first to Hargrove, Manitoba, and then to settle at Virden, Manitoba. In 1909 Nellie married Walter Swaffield Bartlett. They had two children, Robert Norman and Elizabeth Susannah, known as Ruby. She married William Joseph Clarke and had two sons and a daughter. Nellie kept in touch with her sister Nora and after the Second World War Nora and her daughter, Gwenneth, visited the family in Canada. Ruby visited her family in Dorset in 1963. She has given me much information and pictures. Nellie died in 1960. John did not marry and farmed in the Virden area and later he went to Olds, Alberta, in 1952 where he died in 1962.  

HONEYFIELD EMIGRANTS TO THE USA.
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John and Miriam (Honeyfield) Goddard.
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Chancy General Store and Post Office, 1886.
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Cole Street Farm House, Gillingham, birthplace of James Benjamin Honeyfield.

PARK FARM, GILLINGHAM. 
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Pictures taken before John and Ellen emigrated to North America.

Some of these horses were taken to Iowa, but they did not survive.

A POSTCARD FROM PARK FARM.
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The postcard shows a photograph of Nora, Nellie and  John.
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And this is the reverse of the above.

This postcard stamped May 19th 1906 was written from Park Farm and reads as follows:

To wish you many Happy returns of your birthday. Hope you are all well, I expect Flossie has altered a great deal in the last year it will soon be that time since we saw her. We are in full swing with our cheese, get about 140 galls daily, so have not much time to spare, do you go in much for poultry. We have a 100 chicken and 9 ducks expect two lots of chicken out tomorrow so you see we have a nice little family. With much love from Nora & Nell.

FARMING IN MANITOBA, CANADA.
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Nora visited John and Nellie after the Second World War by sea and train.

They are pictured together after forty years of separation.

Nellie stands behind John and Nora.
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Scenes from Virden, Manitoba.

JOHN, THE 8TH CHILD OF JOHN AND HANNAH.
John was born at Park Farm, Gillingham, in 1837 and according to his brother’s letter of 1851 he went to school at Orchard House, Marnhull, where there was a school for farmers’ sons. He left the family home about the time of his father’s second marriage in1866 leaving his brothers, Charles and George, at Park Farm. John rented Hope Farm from the Stapleton Estate at Buckhorn Weston. In 1868 aged 31 he married Anna Ashford aged 28, from near by Pelsham Farm. They produced eight children. Later on John rented Court Farm (200 acres) and the family moved there but continued farming Hope Farm. Later he bought land at Quarr Farm and land in Buckhorn Weston parish. John bought Hill Farm for his retirement, always keeping an eye on his sons’ farming. He died in 1925 and Anna died in 1933. There is a gravestone in Buckhorn Weston Churchyard.  

The children of John and Anna.

1. George Frederick, b.1868, m.(1) Annie Penny, 1904; she died in childbirth 1908; m.(2) Ellie Gibbs. They farmed at Snag Farm, Cucklington, near Wincanton, and then bought Physicwell House and farm. They produced a daughter, Esther Margaret, in 1914; she married Frederick  Jackson. 

2. James, b.1870, d.1912. He attended Gillingham Grammar School and became a civil servant and worked in London at the War Office. He contracted tuberculosis and died aged 42 at Court Farm. He did not marry. 

3. Ernest Alfred, b.1872, d.1955; m. Evelyn Ella Herridge (b.1887) in1917. They produced three daughters: Frances, Ann and Catherine. A son died in infancy. 

My parents Ernest and Ella farmed at Court Farm, Buckhorn Weston, together with land at Quarr and land bought from estate of my grandfather.  

4. John, b.1874, d.1880 of scarlet fever.  

5. Florence, b.1875. She did not marry but cared for her brothers until they married and for her parents until they died. Herbert married in 1933 so Florence moved out of Hill Farm and built The Mount in the orchard next door. Eventually she gave up her home and was cared for by her niece, Margaret Jackson, at Physicwell, near Wincanton, until her death in 1965 aged 90. 

6. Henry, b.1878, d.1929. He farmed at Hope Farm in partnership with his brother Herbert. In 1920 he married Ada Drew from Marnhull. Later they moved to a farm near Edenbridge, Kent, encouraged by his wife’s relations. Henry was unhappy and ill health followed. He returned to Dorset and lived at Lower House, Buckhorn Weston; he died in 1929 after contracting tuberculosis. There were no children. After his wife’s death in 1943 his five nieces benefited from his will.  

7. Edith, b.1880; educated with Florence at the Park School, Yeovil; she left home to work in London. In 1903 she had a daughter, Violet. In 1915 she married Bernard Herridge. They farmed at Marsh Court near Wincanton and later lived in the village of Buckhorn Weston at Lower House. After the death of her husband she was cared for by Margaret Jackson and family. She died aged 92 in 1972. 

8. Herbert, b.1882. He left home to be trained as a butcher. The 1901 Census records him as a journeyman butcher at Portland, Dorset. However he did not continue with this trade and came back to farm at Hope Farm and was in partnership with Henry. He farmed at Hope and lived at Hill Farm. In 1935 he married May White and retired from farming. He died two years later in 1937. May continued to live at Hill Farm keeping a cow and poultry until the end of the Second World War. 

ORCHARD HOUSE, MARNHULL
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Orchard House, present day.
In 1851 this was a school for farmers’ sons and, according to Henry’s letter from London to his sister in New Zealand, John attended this school. Boys were taught in the building to the left of the picture. James Charles also attended this school.
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A list of Court Farm fields and rentals.

HOPE FARM, PAST AND PRESENT.
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Hope Farm, Buckhorn Weston, 1900.
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Hope Farm, Buckhorn Weston, 2004.

This historic building dates from the 16th Century. Here John Honeyfield set up his first farm leaving his brothers, Charles and George, to carry on farming at Park Farm. John married Anna Ashford from nearby Pelsham Farm in 1868. Their eight children were born here. Hope Farm was a tenanted farm belonging to the Stapleton Estate and was occupied by Honeyfields till the 1930s.

BUCKHORN WESTON 1866 - 1968.
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A postcard view of Buckhorn Weston from the church.
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Buckhorn Weston with the church tower just visible on the left.
There were Honeyfields in the village for over 100 years. My grandfather came to the village in 1866 and my mother died in 1968. She was the last Honeyfield to live there, exactly a hundred years after the marriage of my grandparents, John and Anna. During those years the village has seen great changes. Ploughing with horses, milking by hand and farmhouse cheese-making have disappeared. A new way of life for village people has developed no longer revolving around agriculture. A garage has replaced the wheelwright. The blacksmith has gone and modern machinery has resulted in fewer workers on the land. Electricity has made candles and paraffin lamps a thing of the past. The village school has closed and children are transported by bus to larger schools. Little old cottages have been replaced by new housing. New people come from far and wide to spend their retirement and some travel to work. The car has brought a new way of life to this once isolated rural community where everybody depended on each other. 

COURT FARM.
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Court Farm, Buckhorn Weston, belonged to the Stapleton Estate so with a growing family John and Anna rented this farm and moved into the farm house where they lived until he retired. My father carried on farming Court Farm and married Ella Herridge in 1917 during the First World War. Frances, Ann, John and Catherine were born here. My family lived here until 1932 when my father bought his own farm at Pierston, Milton on Stour, near Gillingham.
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The Family at Court Farm.

Standing: left - James, Edith, Henry, Frederick, Ernest, Sitting: Father, John, Mother, 

Anna and Florence. 

TWO WEDDINGS AND A BIRTH.
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The wedding of Frederick and Annie Penny, 1904.
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The wedding of Ernest and Ella, 1917.
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                   My first picture, taken at Court Farm, 1920: with my parents and Miss Barnes (cheesemaker) left and Mrs Connor (family friend) right.

SCENES FROM COURT FARM.
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Threshing 1904. 
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Ella milking in the farmyard, 1918.

NEW ZEALAND HONEYFIELDS AT BUCKHORN WESTON.
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The wedding of our cousin Mildred Honeyfield to Ernest Morris, 1925, at Court Farm. 
My father (far right) gave away the bride and this picture was taken in the garden. The bridesmaids were Gwenneth Hinks, cousin and the youngest child of Nora (Honeyfield) Hinks, and Evelyn Anna (Ann) Honeyfield. I (third from right front row) was not allowed to be a bridesmaid as I was an unpredictable child.
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Irene Honeyfield from New Zealand and her husband, Stuart Wickstead.

Irene was a daughter of Edmund Morgan and Catherine (Gane) Honeyfield and sister of Cecil Reginald and Mildred Honeyfield. In the picture outside Wells Cathedral are Ella Honeyfield, Irene and Stuart Wickstead and sitting are Frances, Jean Fowles (friend) and Ann Honeyfield, 1931.

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES.

I was born Frances Mary Honeyfield on the 27th May, 1920; the eldest child of Ernest Alfred and Evelyn Ella Honeyfield. It was the norm for babies to be born at home with a doctor and midwife or nurse attending the birth. There was no telephone in the village and the doctor would be alerted by someone going on horseback or by pony cart to Wincanton. The nurse was staying at the farm in advance of the birth.
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I spent a happy childhood at Court Farm, Buckhorn Weston, in North Dorset. The village was off the beaten track on the edge of the Blackmore Vale. It was a sheltered community and I was a timid child when confronted with the outside world. 

My earliest memory was about 1924 and before my father had acquired a motor car. I sat between my parents in a pony trap on a five mile journey to the village of Bourton where my mother’s uncle, William Herridge, had recently died. My mother went into the house to sympathise with the daughters whilst I sat in the pony trap with my father. About a year later my mother and my sister, Ann aged 3 years, walked to my grand parents at Hill Farm; we went up the steps at the back of our farm, past the washing lines and across the field called Peace and into the orchard of Hill Farm. Recently I saw the tithe map and realised the name was actually Piece! We went into the parlour and Grandpa was in bed. My mother said, “Now kiss Grandpa.” I had to screw up all my courage because I knew I must do as I was told. My grandfather, John Honeyfield, died in 1925 shortly after this visit. We often visited Granny and her devoted daughter, Aunt Flo. Once I was staying with them and I had just learnt to knit and I wanted to finish my hot water bottle cover. I felt quite hurt when Aunt Flo said, “Put it away, Granny would not like to see knitting on Sunday.” It seemed that times of sadness impressed my memories. Our baby brother was born in 1924 but he lived only ten days; I remember the steam kettle in the bedroom. 
MORE CHILDHOOD MEMORIES.

We lived next to the churchyard, our blinds were drawn for funerals and we peeped to see what was going on. Later that year my mother thought we should have a holiday but not with my father because he had to look after the farm and the cows had to be milked twice a day. A big black trunk was packed with all our needs for two weeks. We went to Weymouth and stayed in a house where the landlady cooked the food our mother had bought. After one week Mother went home and Aunt Flo came to look after Ann and myself. She did not understand young children and we felt unhappy. We went to the cinema and it was my first visit. It must have been a cowboy film and I was terrified, thinking the horses thundering towards me would destroy me. 

I did not go to school until I was seven and my sister was five. Our father drove us to Rodber House, Wincanton, four miles away. Sometimes the car would not start and we were pushed by one of the farm workers to the top of Pound Lane then the car went downhill and usually responded by the time we reached the village. Miss Wadman was he headmistress (we called her Polly Wadman); she was assisted by one or two untrained young women. My mathematics were later to suffer from inadequate grounding but I have little memory of lessons. After school we walked nearly two miles to Physicwell on the Stoke Trister road where our aunt and uncle, Ellie and Fred Honeyfield, lived. Here we had tea, often a pullet’s egg and sometimes a cake from the baker’s shop, a treat we did not have at home. Our father came to take us home after milking was finished. 

In 1927 my sister Catherine was born and during this event I was taken to another aunt and uncle, Edith (Honeyfield) and Bernard  Herridge, at Stourton. They lived in a house in Top Lane called Beech Knoll. I loved this place; my aunt would take me on paths through the woods and at four 4 o’clock each afternoon I ran down the lane to see the ducks fed by the lake side. Once we went into the woods to a house called The Convent where a lady lived alone. She showed me a fly imbedded in a window pane. Many years ater I learned she was the illegitimate daughter of a missionary and she was hidden from the world by her family. 

I had a happy carefree childhood playing outdoors in all winds and weather; my sister Ann was concerned with indoor activities. We went to church and Sunday school. At Christmas time there was a tea and games in the schoolroom and in the summer an outing to Weymouth by charabanc. I remember the church clock in the tower, it did not strike during services but made a rude noise instead! I longed to go to the village school with my friends. My best friend was Jean Fowels whose mother was the headmistress. 
Below is a picture of my sister Ann, my mother, Jean and myself, with my sister Catherine in front. 
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MORE CHILDHOOD MEMORIES.

But my mother insisted I went to the Dame School in Wincanton.
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We had a pretend house in our garden near the village pound where flowers were thrown from the church and graves, (there was much attention to family graves). We collected the best to decorate our house. 

I learned to milk by the time I was eight. Shortly afterwards my father installed a milking machine called an Alpha Laval and my hand milking ceased. As soon as I was strong enough I helped in the dairy and farmyard. We made farmhouse cheese in the summer months. A cheesemaker came in April and lived with our family until September. There was always a mother’s help who lived with us and we have many happy memories of these helpers, especially Gladys Luffman who later became Mrs Galpin of Todber Post Office. She pushed me in my pram at Buckhorn Weston and then paid me my old age pension in 1980 when I became eligible at Todber. What a wonderful lady! Another helper, Rose, was very attached to my sister Ann and the night she left we cried ourselves to sleep. Rose’s family lived in a tied cottage at Rodgrove and when her services were required by the farmer’s wife Rose had to leave us. 
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MORE CHILDHOOD MEMORIES.
The Dame School closed in 1930. Ann and I started school at Lord Digby’s, Sherborne. It was a County Grammar School taking fee paying and scholarship pupils. We were weekly boarders, taking the train on Monday from Templecombe  and returning from Sherborne on Friday. It must have been a great culture shock but I soon settled down to this new life and made many friends, some to last a lifetime. I was much influenced by our teachers, dedicated unmarried ladies. I remember them all, especially Miss Dew, Miss Whitworth, Miss Williams and Miss Wickham. In 1931 the school moved into Sherborne House. The beautiful building, spacious class rooms, impressive assembly hall and library was very exciting to an eleven year old. Daily we walked from the boarding house in The Avenue to school and back again for school dinners; day girls brought sandwiches or joined us at Stonegarth. There was no county meals service but we did get a free third of a pint of milk. Food was basic in the boarding house and we were thankful to have ‘extra treats’ at tea time which we had brought from home. Homework was organised by a teacher and also a daily walk after school. Years later I learned how they resented this duty.
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My father had always been a tenant farmer but longed to have his own farm but it was not until he was over 60 years that he bought Pierston Farm, Milton on Stour, in the early 1930s. We moved our animals and farming equipment. Ann and I continued to board at Lord Digby’s. Farming was at a low ebb before the Second World War and after a few years my father who was suffering from severe arthritis decided to sell the farm. A beautiful listed farmhouse with spacious barns and buildings with four cottages and 200 acres of prime pasture land all was sold for £7000. About this time my school days were over. Having gained Cambridge School Certificate I left home and began a career in nursing. My childhood was over and I must face the world.  

PARK FARMHOUSE AND COLE STREET FARMHOUSE, 2004.
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Descendants of John and Hannah Honeyfield have scattered far and wide. Many 

are in New Zealand, some in Canada and Australia. And many I know not where. 

But the pear tree on the left wall of Park Farmhouse remains after more than 170 years.
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Cole Street Farm has not changed from the roadside view and appears much the same as when James Benjamin Honeyfield left for the USA in 1880.
THE PRESENT DAY.
The name Honeyfield has gone from Dorset and Gillingham. All that is left to remind us of this farming family is an estate of houses in the Peasemarsh area of Gillingham. It occupies an area of fields once owned by the family and even after they had gone it was still known as Honeyfields and so the name lives on.
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DESCENDANTS OF ERNEST AND ELLA HONEYFIELD.
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The research into the Honeyfield family history was initiated by Evelyn Anna Honeyfield (Pearce) and Cecil (Tubby) Pearce and continued by Frances Mary Honeyfield (Toogood).










� Style and Gerrish, Drapers of Salisbury. 
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St. Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury
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