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INTRODUGTTION,

The purpose of thiB study is to desecribe
the whaling station at Te Awaiti, near Cook Strait,
New Zealana, the adjacent land area on which it
is based and the nature of the local whaling 0?*
erations. This whaling station is of unlgue
interest inasmuch as it represents a relic of
what was once a major industry in the esrliest
settlement of New Zealand. It is located in the
Marlboreﬁgh Sounds reglon of the South Island, a
reglon that itsell has a unique character, The
people engaged in whaiing;follow’this occupation
actively for only four months of the yéar‘ For
the remalnder of the year they are engaged in

farming the adjacent land., Therefore, the

.



“station and its operation will be described in
conjunction with the adjoining land area which is
‘oecupied for farming. The total area in which
the whalers have a direct interest is limited at
sea by the raﬁge of the whale boats and on land
by the smcreage which théy afe able to farm
economically during the part of ﬁhe year they are

not at sea.

For over one hundred and twenty years this
ares has been settled by BEuropean people who have
imposed their culture on the primitive environment.

The area will therefore be considered with reference

2,

to the imprint of ‘the Kuropeans; physical character-

istic¢s; economic position and future of whaling,
and unity‘from the dyhamic point of view., The
economy of the whole area is based on the hunting
of the whale, Whaling belongs %o the collecting
economy: man hes no direct influence on the stock,
the reproduction and the growth éf the mammal , as
he has oﬁ land animals. Collecting, especially
hunting, requirves Familiarity with, and adaption to,
the 1life and habits of thé pursued animals, As
confirmed by all the evidence gathére& by the
Whalihg industry, the‘mature whales pass early in
the spring and summer from temperate and tropical

waters to higher latitudes where they find a great



Se

! for food, - In the autumn they

amount of plankton
migrah& baek to the warmer seas where they give
birth to their young and mate sgain, The young
calves, with their ﬁhin'blubber,‘would freeze to
death in the icy waters of the Antarctic ocean,
ﬁany important quesﬁions remain unanswered.
It would be valuable to know whether each whale
species keeps to its particular erea in the ocean
forming geographical tribes or whether a species
may migrate into neighbouring fields where the
whale population has diminished, If the whales
passing throuéh Cook Strait each winter ceased to
db so‘thréugh'excessive slaughter or chénge of
route the whaling station would cease to exist as
such; but the whaling population would probably
find in farming an occupation remunerative enough
o keeﬁ them there, The land, however, is entirely
hill country suited enlyjfor the‘grazing of sheep,
The writer is indebted especially to Dr,
R;A. F&Ilé; Major-General J,d, Mu#ray, Australian
Trade Commissioner; and to~Messfé. JoA, J H, and

G,T;'Perani and S, Toms; whalers, for their interest

(1) Plankton are the minute plant and enimel orgenisms

floating, feebly swimming or drifting on, or just
below, the surface of the sea,



in this: study #nd for supplying many hitherto
unpublished details. In the absence of
literature relating specifically to the physical
habitat of Te Awaiti that section of the study is
the result of the writeﬁ's own field work.

A short account of the history df eérlier
whaling activities is included in the study. For
source*material for this the writer is indebted
most to'RobertiMcNab's_“old Whaling Days" and to
Te Lindsay Buiék*é *01ld Marlborough',. There sare
several publiShed'aecounts*of the history of the
Marlborough Provincial District, those of most
use beiné:-

Buick's "0ld Marlborough"

A.D.,Mclntégh's "Marlborough - A

Provincial History"

and

O.A. McDonald's "Pages of the Past",
Of these Builck's book has been found to be the most
"hapdy sdurce of reference, Of especial value
have beah‘the family diaries (unpublished) made-
~ aveilable by Mr, S. Toms.
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CHAPTER 1I.

PROGRESS _of _SETTIEMENT,

The Maori before the arrival of the

Eurogeanx

Somewhere sbout 1550 Taumatekokiri tribes
settled on Arapawa Island. Later they were
 driven out by the Rangitane, an in#ading tribe
from the north,kand spread westwards. The
‘Rangitane warriors intermibgled with Ngatimamoe
tribes already established in the central Sounds

district and grsduslly extended from Arapaws 50

(1) In this section much assistance was gained from
Lindsay Buick's fine historicel record "0ld

Marlﬁorough" and from Robert MoNeb's "0ld Whaling
Days's :



Port Underwood and thence further south,
In the early 1800's Te Reuparsha, Chief

of the Ngatitoa tribe, with fourhundred warriors
and six hundred Ngapuhl warriors, begsn to move
southwards in his conguest of lend, His partiéular
aim was to gein control of land around Cook Strait
for it waS‘here‘that cantaet with the white men couidv
obtain him muskeis and gunpowder. = Earlier assoc-
iations with white men had taught the Maori the
value of guns in warfare, Tribes already settled
near the Strait allied against Te Rauparsha but,
nevertheless, he and his warriors continued their
triumphent progress southwards. . No heavy fighting
actually took place on Arapawa although there were
a few skirmishes in the vicinity of Tory Channel,

 Te Rauparsha's tribesmen and their allies
retained the land they had ﬁaken and, except for
numerous raids to neighboﬁring areas, the‘natiyea‘
rémained more or less paaéefully in amall>set£ie-
ments averaging a hundred Meoris eaeh at Okukari,
Wekenui, Te Awelti and PortLUnderwoéd. In these
bays‘they were found by Europesan settlers‘early in
the nineteénth century. They had sought in a
foresﬁéq region those places which offered them the
most ampleyliving. From the‘bﬁshucould’be obtained
materisls for building, weapons and other articlgsA

needed in daily life. Bark was needed for dyes,



roofing and household vessels; raupq~fer thatch=-
ing and toe-toe fbr lining; creepers for eel-pots
and lashings;and fi?roue plants, such as flax, for
clothing, cordage and nete. ~Pulp from tpe:hinau,
fruit from the tawai, berries of ﬁany trees, parts
of fern fronds and bracken rhizomes were included |
in the native diet, 1In addition'to.the uncultivated
plants of the bush the Maori relied on the rich bird
and fish life and even the native rat was,brapped.
But, perhaps, the most important factors influenc-
ing this semi-permenent location of Maori settle-
ment were the geographical conditions which permitted
the grdwth of the kumara, or sweet potato, a staple
food in Maori diet.

Trade connections were established with
North Islend and West Coast Meoris, The latter
traded kiwis, kakapo andfgfeenstone,for stone.a&zes,
fish-hooks and mutton birds, while the former ex-
changed matﬂ, weapons and kumara for “poanamu"1
moa flesh from southern;Marlb@reugh and mutton
birds, With the coming of the whalers, early ih
the“ﬁineteenth century, the potato was introduced
‘andﬁiimber cutters and flax gatherers, who visited
the Sounds were regularly supplied with potatoes.

European Exploration: B

In 1769, follnwing‘a'rough‘map made by Abel

(1) Greens‘ﬁone or nephrite s highly prized as a weapon stone,
for adzes and for ornamentation,
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Tasmen, over a hundred years before, captéin James
Cook made his firat voyage of exploration in New
Zealand’watera. ,Hé could find no gao& hafbours

on the west coast of New Zealand till he sailed |
‘inte‘ship Cove, Queen Charlotte Sound, Here,

while the barque "Endeavour" was being cleaned and
repaired Cook and his scientist friends were con-
£1nna11y out surveying, Banks and Solander made
the first botanicalvsurvey and meteerolegieal and
aatrenomieél recofds were taken. Captain Cook
climbed a hill overlooking the Strait, which bears
his neme, and divides New Zealand into two prindipal
islands, Continuing his voyage south he named
Cloudy Bay, a name appropriate to the occasion when
the “Endeavour" anchored there for the night, and
soon afterwards returned to Englend with glowing
accounts of mild climate and country well-suited

to European settlement. |

Later viaits were made to Ship Cove in 1773

(twice), 1774 and 1777. In 1774 the channel be—‘
tween Arapawa Island and the mainland was diacovered
when en expedition was made past Te Awaiti as far
;as the entrence, After‘Caek's visits few ships
entered the Sounds till the arrival of the whalers,
who soon acquired an intimate knowledge of the coast-

line; but, being seamen and not navigators or
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geographers,thia‘knowleage was kept'te~themaeives.
Then in August, 1838, the "Pelorus", under the
command §f Lieutenent chetwéde, sailed up Queen
Charlotte Sound énd turned into what is now known
as Tory Channel, Here the "Pelorus" ‘'anchored
off & settlement, sbout two miles inside the eastern
entrance, formed entirely of about ninety to one
hundred Europeans®', and the Lieutenant was sble to
' restore order smong Maoris end whalers as well as
setﬁliné other disputes before returning the way

he came to Queen Charlotte Sound, Before discuss-~
ing the arrival of the next important visiter;
Captain J, Wakefieldfinu{éjﬁy 1t is necessary to
refer to the~arr1§ai of the whalers twelve years

previously.

The earliest whalers visited New Zealsnd
sheres atpfhe end of the eighteenth eentuny,'hnnting
ﬁhéﬁCaehalot or sperm whale in the open séazgvbﬁt
the ‘trade which made Cloudy Bay the éreatest;whaling
port in the world was quite different, Whalers
£rom Cloudy Bay hunted the right or black whale

(1)  MeNab "Old Wheling Days" p. 295

(2)V See Appéndix I for classificetion of whales.



AUSTRALIA —::—i \

S o lgfo"
s .
; — : |

o L
TASMANIA
R
L\-————-;‘ i

W &

ANNUAL

v (:;e"

:io'

MIGRATION OF \M}HALE TRIBES

(MAY - SEPTEMBER)

n NoRFouk IsLANDS

1&0”
1
i
H

|
|
[

CHATHAM X®

o

S -

ElG. 2L

1o’

lfo’




10,

which visited the Cook Strait region amually in
the course of a migratory circuit (Fig, 2).
' Several whales have been taken in Cook Strait with
Australian harpoons embedded in their bodies,
These whales came, and still come, from the north
in the beginhihg of May; down to the west coast of
the North Island, between Kapiti Island and the
mainland; across tb:CIOQdy Bey and thence towards
the Chathem Islands or down the east coast of the
South Island to the colder Anxarétlc seéa;i In
late spring and e§r1y~summer'they rétarnéd to the
warmer seas, Some'paésed‘through Cook Strait, but
meny found their way inte«thé‘éheitered‘baya‘of the
Sounds to calwve, The sperm whales of thé 0pén sea,
through 1ndisgrim1n§te xillings, soon became scarce,
011 was,va;uaﬁle in Europe, * It was needed
‘fér‘soaps and lamp oil; spermacetl cendles burned -
with a pure, clear flame, In 1819“thé:streets of
several‘Engliéh towns were lighted by a gas prepared
from whale-oll; manﬁfactureﬁﬁ“uéed‘this 0il in |
paints and varnishes, fbr"finishing coarse woollen
cloths and 1eatﬁqra; in the.makiﬁg‘Of cordags, in
sorew cutting and in tempering steel,
| So attention was then turned to the right
whale and fleets of whaling ships were soen coming

from all parts of the world, It was much easier
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to hunt whales from a shore base than from a mothers
ship, Around the esteblishment of the first shore-
whaling station is an interesting story, Early. in
1827,‘a young sealer, J&hn*Guérd, with a 66-ton
schooner "Waterloo" was passing through Cook Straif
en route from the sealing grounds in the south to
his home 1n‘8ydn¢y. He was ceught by a sudden
souﬁhériy storm but, instead of being dashed against
the éiiffs,'his'schobner was carried through,é‘small
opening inte what is now known as Tory Channel and
graunded’on a small beach, Guard ealled‘this small,
uninhebited bay, less than three hundred yards at
its widest, with a small grassy flat and steep, heavily
bushed hills,'"Fair Haven', Through the centre of
the flat flowed a sméii, clear Btredm,knéwn to Maoris
‘living further up the S&&n&s, as Te awaiti', later
corrupted to 'Tar White' the namehﬁf which the'ﬁay‘
| ié;céllbqnia11y~kncwnrioday. - |
John Guard'éjﬁarty, in expioring the dis-
trict, climbed the low southern ridge overlooking
Cook Strait and saw two large. whales disporting |
themselves a few ﬁhﬁdred‘yards~fr§m,the shore, This
was enough for Guard to guéss thgt:he had found a
ﬁlace where whales regularly passed“ée_he lost no

- time in returning to Port Jackson (Sydney). Here he

(1) Te-AweeIti - the little river,
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bought stores, whaling gear and engaged hands, at the

same time fostering the idea\of a free land with no

laws, and plenty of whales and wives for véryvlittle
effort, There were smple recruits to choose from - run-
sway convicts, ticket-of-leave men, salilors who had des-
erted ship and others Ausﬁralianvborn, known as "currency

1 By the end ef May ; 1827,John Guard and his men

lads".
were back at Te Awsiti, The look-out was staiioned on

the hill above the Strait and the men were ashore bnilding
the first huts, when one morning the high shrill call of
‘*thar she blowst broughﬁ them rushing to the cutter and into
the open Strait bent upon the first kili.

After the season most of the men stayed on building
houses for themselves andvtheir native wives, ‘Unfortunately
Guard‘é éettlement was discovered by marauding nativés,v
from‘Kapiti Island, who repeatéd;y<burnt or destroyed houses,
stole stores and drove the white men into hiding. The
next year Guerd brought back, as his bride, a fifteen-year
old Sydney girl, Betsy Parker, In New Zea;and hiatory she
is honoured as the First white women to live in the South
Island snd ﬁerﬁson John (born 1831) and her daughter‘Louisa
(born 1832) were the first white boy and girl to be born
in the South Island.

Guardjs whereabouts were éoon made known in Sydney,

Captain Billy Worth followed :Gusrd across the Tasman Sea and

(1) Robert McNab "01d Whaling Days" p.9
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in Port Underwood found the "Waterloo" and a pirate ship
 “Fpiends of Boston", manned by escaped convicts, who were
resting and taking in wood énd ﬁater. The crew of the
"Waterloo'" were alarmed one morning by the 'vessel bumping,
as they thought, on a rodk. But oh looking overside they
were‘startléd by the sighﬁ of a whale endeavouring to rem@ve
barnacles by rubbing itself against the ship, Needless to
say a‘hurried kill was the natural result of such rare lack

1 Equipment was obtained from Guard's

of sophiStieation.
empleyers, Messrs. Gampbell & Gompany, Sydney, and the

flat at Kakapo Bay was cleared for the building of snother
shore statien, A pair of sheers, such as used in

“landing ship's maéts, were.set‘up to raieé the carcases from
the water before cutting,up;  é tryworks with a furnace under-
neath for melting the blubber and casks for storing the 011

. were assembled. The typcial Cloudy Bay shoremwhaling
establishment comprmsed several well=-built boats, a store,
roughly built cob huts and usually there was a small Maori

pa alongside. Every morﬁing,/unless tﬁe seas were too
rough, the’boats left at daylight but kept within eight or
nine miles from the hafbou§.  With win&a and tide often
agginSt them the whalers fpuﬁd it too difficult to tow a

whale far in to land, Whales were brought in to be "eut-
in", i,e., have their blubber removed by instruments known as

gpades, ‘ The blubber was boiled in trypots and the bone

Je LiInRARY
(1) A.Ds McIntosh **Marlborcugh & Provingial Hisforyl :rPrey 291 1r6E
CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.
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scraped and cleaned by boiling. Yields varied from

two. to thirteen tuns 1

2

of oil and three and a half hundred-
weight of bone.
Back in Sydhey Captain WOrﬁh told such glowing tales
of Port Underwood, where whales éame in large numbers of
theif own saccord, that merchants sent out more ships. Port
Underwqbd, in 1830, was worked by two shore gangS'undef
Guard and Jéhn Bell, and by the ships "Waterloo", "Norval',
"Devon of Hobart", "Hind" and "William Stoveld of Sydney".
During this year, six hundred tuns of oil and thirty tons
of bone were taken. The London price for bone was 8125
per ton and for oil £28 per tun: gross profits for the
fifst Port Underwood season amounted to £20,550,
| In 1832 Guard bought Kakapo from the Masori chiefs
Rangehaetea and Te Rauparaha; payment belng a’250'pound
cask of tobacco, twenty blankets, five pieces of(print; ten
"axes and eight iron pots; and abandoned the Te Awalti
station, to refugees from Taranaki, visiting 1t only for a
few of -the summer months and using it as a base for trading
operations in flax, pigs and potatoes. Then ceme disaster.
Driven ashore near Waikanae, North Island, thé "Waterloo"
was abandoned aﬁd deatfoyed by'natives. Ngéitahu ralders
from . Otago plundered all settlements and Ships they éame

upon, and killed all but two white men whom they held for

(1) tun = 252 galloms. -

(2) Statement taken down from Guard by the Commissioner of the Crown
- Wellington, April 7th, 1840,



15,

ranson, ;

At this time John Guard and his'family were back in
Sydney, Wﬁen;he heard of the destruction he hurriedly
completed hls preparations for the coming season and set
out in the Campbeli Company's barque "Harrieﬁ”, only to be
wrecked two weeks later on the Taranaki cosst. The cast-—
aways were captufed or Killed‘by natives but Guard escaped
to Te Awaitl and later, with éssistance’frdm~the New South
Wales Government, arranged for the rescue df, Mrs. Guard,
her two children and oﬁher survivors of the unfortunate
"Harriet". With no money, Guard returned to Kakapo in 1836
butAfort Underwood was now oVerorowded. Cloudy Bay Was
famous in Europe and North Americs as well as in Austraiia.

The whaling now fell into two types - shore whallng
-and bay whaling from the ships themselves. . These ships,
mostly from America and Hurope, had some advantage over the
shore stations, © They could move further out to sea and
tow whales back to port more easily, bﬁt being so far from
their headquarters they were dependent on the natives for

1 or inter-

provisions, Bach ship appointed a tonguer
preter for the season, He arranged for hire of a cove,
supply of wood, wives and Maori crews for the whale boats.
A stay on shore usually ended in a brawl. The effects of

poor quality but potent rum and crews from‘Australian,

(1) The foreman of a native gang who had the privilege of cutting
up the caroase,wand removing the tongue for his own share.
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American, French, Portuguese, Danish and German ships
did not meke for harmonious 1living, However, due to the
great number of boats operating from Port Underwood the
large schools of whales were soon diminished. By 1840
most of the stationé had quarrelied over disputed whales or
cutting 6f ropeé and wére all on the worst possible terms.
‘The beaches around the thétched huts were strewn with try
pots and whale'boats and the ten years accumulation of the
bones of wha;as,'bleaching in the sun'z The bay was then
a fitting monument to an era that had passed.
| While Port Underwood was the;busy centre of the whaling
industry Te Awaitl had sﬁffered an eclipse, buﬁ in spite of
this had grown to a township of two hundred and forty adults
by 1840. Te Awalti had attained’less cormercial importance
due to its natural disadvantages, The narrow channel en-
" trance with its reefs and étrong tides was too difficulf &
péssage for large salling ships to negotiate. For this
reason the Sound was left to shore stations, but, though their
achievement may have been more modest, the trials and perils
of the Sounds whalers were no less exclting than those of
Cloudy Bay.

In January, 1832, the smail village which had grown up
around John Guard's home was lncreased in sige by the arrival
of the pakeha Maori, Jacky Love, or‘Héki Rua as the Maoris

called him, and a party of whalers and flax traders from

(1) E,Diaffenbach "fravels in New Zealand"  Vol. 1, p.63
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Motoroa.  They had become involved in a long blood
feud between Weikato and Taranakl tribes and had
decided to move to safer querters, so followed their
Ngetitoa kinsmen who had conquered and settled the land
near Cook Stralt. |
From 1832 to 1834 the white men organised the chase

from Te Awaitl and thelr Maori allies establiéhed them=~
- selves on both sldes of Tory Channel snd in Port
Nicholson, now known as Wellington, It was not long
before Joseph Toms, who had served as Guard's lieutenant
on the "Waterloo" and the newcomers, including men whose
names became famous in the records éf New Zealand whaling
history - Dicky Baffett, Billy Bundy, John Wright,
William Kéanan, Daniel H. Sheridan and Black Lee, the
Negro cook, had developed the summer home of the Kakapo
gang into a rival whallng establishment. They were
handicapped by lack of equipment. There were no sheers,
no stofe caske for oil and only one Whale boat. At |
first just the bone was kept and sold to passing ships;
the earliest record shows amounts of fifty pdunds of |
whalebone and five tuns of oil despatched to Sydney by
theqparqué “Vittoria' in November, 1832, -

| At first the white men depended on friendly Maori
tribes for assistance and protection but this position
was reversédras the settlement in Te Awaiti became better
organised and better equippe@ in arms and ammunition.

Sharp lances and harpoons were also used and made most
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efficient weépons at close quarters, There were
frequent raids from marauding natives and some of the
older hands had their‘hbmes looted five times in as

many years. During reids all inhabitants fled to the
nearest ship, or sometimes into the bﬁsh, and on their
return oftenAhad to live for many months on whale meat
and thé téps of wild turnips that had spread from
Captain Cook's plantings in Ship Cove and Endeavour
‘Iﬁlet Queen Charlotte Sound. The famous Maorl chief,
Te Resuparasha, ruled the Welllngton and Sounds districts
and would allow no other tribe but his own to worry the
whalers. However his enemies, the‘Ngaitahu tribe from
the south, used to send up raiding parties, whioh, if theyv
failed to make contact w1th Te Rauparaha 8 men would turn
their attention to the whalers,

In 1834, after raids on Cloudy Bay eStablishments,
the Ngaitahu continued round the Strait and into Toby
Channel to plunder‘and destroy. Even the local Maoris,
previously friendly, turned on the whalers after the‘
éapsize and subsequent loss of the schooner, "Shamrock"
and seven Maori members of the crew.  The "Shamrock"
was the property of Williams, the original carpenter and
coopér of Guard's settlemeﬁt, and wag used for trading
in whalebone, flax and potatoes. The Maoris demanded

1

utu ' but the whalers refused and the natives attempted

(1) Compensation.
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to gecure payment by‘force. For several years this
regulted in & series of raids on Te Awaiti and on any
ship which had the misfortune to be compelled to seek
shelter or supplies in Tory Channel or Queen Charlotte
Bound. Even the wbite'men were not united against
common dengers, perhaps because their wives were of
different tribes. Even on the 'same beach individusls
seemed disunited and in constant feud with each other ..
EEEEE fierce quaﬁrels‘andfdrunken’orgiés were to be met
with botﬁ day and night, and never perhaps was there a
community composed of such dangerous materials and so
devoid of regular law', 1

Prom September to April the whalers would scatter
among the native villages, to 1iveywith relatives of
their Maori wives. Their time was spent either in
idleness or in attending to small cultivatdions, Some
bought pigs and potatoes ffom the Maoris<and later gold
them, at a profit; to ships which visited the area on
their way to or from‘the various whaling grounds. One
of the most impressive of summer houses was fhat‘belong—
ing %o Arthur Elmslie, at East Bay, on the other gide of
the island. It was a large white_house of wattled
walls, plastered With clay and thatched with rushes.
During the day it waS‘used as @ common habitation by the

hundred or so recently converted Maoris from the adjoining

(1) E. J. Wakefield “Adventure in New Zealand" Vol. 1, p.49
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pa. OQutside the rough fences enclosing house and pa
were‘approximately twenty acres of land cultivated
by.spade and hoe and used for growing potatoes, kumaras,
‘eabbages,szede turnips, other European vegetables and
fruit trees. Here a native chief had planted a field

1 The

of wheat with seed given him by Jacky Love.
wheat was groﬁnd in Jackson's water mill‘on the other

side of the island, where native women used to perform

the arduous task of grinding it by hand when the stream
was too low fo; the mill. Pigs, ﬁoultry,.goats and |
cows wandered through the settlement and pastured on

the fringes of the bush. |

' - Among the jetsam of humanity which made up the whaling
community were a few more reliable individuals who were
able to assume some authority.  They acted as headsmen
and commanded the boats during the chaée. One headsman
was elected chief, beceme an agent of a Sydney merchant
and ruied the community as a dlctator. The men's

ﬁages were paid for the most part'invgoods valued at
exhorbitent prices so that the balance of money at the

end of each season would be as small as possible., Every
vear, at the beginning of'April, Just before the season

N commenced, the chiefl headsmen visited Sydney or Hobart.

!

(1) Love died in October, 1839. Because of his generosity and
kindness and the fact that he had imarried a Maori chiecftainess
he was given an almost royal burial by the natives., A highly
orhate canoe, twenty feet high, such ag usuelly was erected over

the burial ground of a great chieftain, was set up over Love's
grave,
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Here he recruited more'men'and spent his advance pay
in a few riotous days and nights. Here, too, his
employers, at great profif to themselves, crediﬁed him
with equipment for the boats and the village, and goods
to barter with the natives for further provisioﬁs.
When he arrived back at Te Awalti he was joiﬁed-by the
permanent membefs of' the gang, who took possession of
the empﬁy'houses, set the station in order and chosé
the officials of the settlement - cooper, carpenter,
painter, cook, steward and ﬁonguer. At the beginning
of each season the men signe& an agreement in which they
gﬁaranteedvtb work for a stated time and to sell oil to
the agent at a fixed price in return for credit at the
storé. Only the carpentér and  the cooper received a
stable‘wage;by demanding pamment, at the rate of ten
shilliﬁgs a day, fof work done.,

" Boats used for chesing the whale were clinker built,
twenty to thirty feeﬁ long and sharp at both ends.
.Each boat carried a collection of sharp pointed lances
and triple-headed harpoons, two tubes in which the harpoon
1inévwas kept, a saill and a mast, a water cask, box of
biscuits and a bottle of rum. The headsman stood 1in
the stern and worked the steering oar, always as long
as, or longer than, the boat itself. Natives usually
were the rowers but headsman and’harpooner wefe always

Furopean. An uneven number of rowers; five in boats
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built to follow the qhanging, twisting course of a
whale, or seven for épeed; ensured an even number when
‘the steersman in the bow rogse to launch the harpeon.
Boats fell into two main classes accordmﬁg to the
nunmber of rowers, but there were meny variations in
the models, English, French and American, The be-
haviqf of a boat was as fruitful a course of discussion
as the points of a dog among'farmers. Faneifully

painted in gay colours, an appropriate emblem at the

baw,‘and the neme carved on the stern, the boats were .
objects of the greatest pride and care, The fame of
some has survived to the present day - names such as
"Algbama", '"Maori Girl" or the “Swiftsure“, the latter
‘boat now in the Canterbury Museum at Christchurch, are

well knowﬁ to all New Zealanders, young or old,

Te Awaiti as Jerningham Wakefield saw it _in
1839: | ’

On August 17, 1839, Colonel Jerningham Wake-
field arrived, in the New Zealand Company's advance ship
“Tory“,afbsnip Cove, His purpose was to select and buy

land from the natives for the Company's proposed settle~
ments,  Widely known for its association with navigators
and its whaling industry the Cook Strait distriet was .

naturally enough the firstharea visited, ﬁowever, Wakef

field and his party soon realised that Queen Charlotte
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Sound c¢ontained no area of flat land large enough for
a city, so, on August 31st, having learned of Te Awaiti's

existence, they moved round to Tory Channel, This

district also proved unsuitéble mnd soon afterwards the

"Pory" left for Port Nicholson,

From Golbnely'Wa&éfield's journal we learn
that when the‘"Tory" érfived there were, in Te Awaiti,
three whéling‘stationa under fhe direetion of JOSeph‘
Toms, Dicky Barrett and Captain James Jackson. Toms
was a stern djggggiinariah; Barrett,Xth played an im-
portant part in the New Zealand Cbmpany’s'land tr&nsactiang
in Wellington, was & short, round jovial man, and Jackson
was a huge, heéity'céptain with a great admifation for
Napoleon Bonaparte and"a proneness‘fo‘r becoming involved
- in religious srguments, He lived with a few white men |
and shout twenty ﬁatives in a small bay, kncwn today
as Jacksoh's Bay, separated from Te Awaiti by two low
spurs of land, Another interesting character was

Captain James Heberley, who arrived with Guard in April,
1830, He shattered convention by sleeping in a native

food'house or whata, thus earning the nickname of "Whata",
corrupted by the whites to "Worser'" Heberley,
By 1839, Te Awaiti had a population of forty

Europeans, twenty-five half-caste children and two .
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hundred natives, There were a few wooden houses, but

most of the houses, in which these people lived, were
bu;lt o£7wattled supplejack filled in with a yellow
clay, with narrow slit, wooden-shuttered windows through
the(foot-thick walls; Roofs were thatched with rushes,
large chimneys were roughly made with clay and atonés
and floors were of hard beaten clay, Each house con-
tained at least one sleéping and oﬁé living room, in
which a large table and ﬁwo long wooden forms occupied

- the most space, In the large chimney, filling one

end of~the‘room, hung héms, bacon and smoked‘fish. A

harness cask, for salt meat, fiour barrel and water butt
were placed‘on one side and a dresser with tin plates,
glassware and crockery on the other side of the door.
Numerous iron pots, kettles, joints of whale's backbone

" used as stools, and nativiks were scattered through this
kitchen-diniﬁg-liﬁing room, The other room wes lined
with neat, curteined bunks, Whaling equipment, ropes,
oars, sails, masts, and a brightly burnished tin oil-
lamp were éupported by ﬁhe rafters,  All the houses wérs‘
encloged by wooden paling fences but, apar£‘from suggest-
ihg the British idea of heme and privacy, these had no
effective use (Fig. 3). ' Natives and snimals wandered

at will yet, contrary to all expectations, the houses

were exoeptionali? clean, 'The great cleanliness and
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neatness which prevail in'the house, and in the dress
of the native wdmeh and their children, reminds one of a
Dutch coaster; this is evidently a point on which the
whaler is exceédinglyfpartiCular‘;1,

'On‘the beach were large iron boilers, or try-
works, Withffﬂrnaces underneath;f4 The blubber, cut
into pieces two feet square, Was boiled t11l all the

0il was remmved, cooled and casked Residue, known as

scrag, was ased to feed the fires, Pieces‘Of'flesh,‘
,‘bones and 011 11ttered the whole foreshore, The stench,

to anyone unused to working amongst this mess, was
intolerable. Wakefleld Was impressed.wlth the stnng;

_ muééﬁlar men, unshaven:aﬁd{uncombed ‘their clothes covered
with dirt and oil, stoking the fires or stirring the oil,
The magority of the whalers gained respect from the
natives by their courage and éaring end their eontempt
for those with bad qualities. " Although they lackad
boek learning the whalers, by their wide knowledge of
the world, were able to distlnguish the real from the

sham in those they met On the whole, the influence of

the-whalers was for good_ratherﬁthan for harm, They

faced the dangers of the earliest intercourse between

JOUrY s

{1) E.J. Wakefield - "Adventure in New Zealand", p. 532
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savagé and white man, they explored coasts, introduced
new commodities and a wholesome respect for the physical
gqualities of the‘white man,

~‘While/the "Tory" was searching for a suitable
site fof a Company settlemeﬁt,the local people of Te
Awalti had not been idle; ‘Jackson and Guard, curious
,about‘Wakefield'a activity in,thé Sounds had, with Wynem,
a representative of a Sydney firm, bought up a million
acres around the Te Awaiti valley, They called them-
selves John Guérd and Gompanyvand th@ Polyneéian Com=~
peny. Some of the hﬁifécastes already owned small
areas of land, and §thérs like Dicky Barrett and Joseph
Toms claimed’land as their‘right, because they had |

married into a Maori tribe,

By 1847 not one whale was caught at Porﬁ Under—
wood and, except at Kaikoura and Te Awaiti, the trade had
practically disappeared, The bay whalers turned to other
employment, mostly in Port Nicholson, but a few remaiﬁed
as boat builders in Te Awaiti and Cloudy Bay, The

proximity of Wellington, a rapidly expanding settlement,
géve an added impetus to the boat and ship~building trade,

Joseph Toms built numerous whale-boats and, for Captain

Jackson, the "Nelson Packet" of thirty-three tons and,
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for himself, the "Three Brothers", also of thirty-three
tons, Whaling operations continued from May to the
middle of August and unti1 191OVthé average catch was
four to five whales per annum,

In 1851 all the land from Deep Bay to the Tory
Channel entrance was in the possession of four families,
/Jaoksoﬁs at'Jaéksonfs Béy, Toms at Te Awaitiland; on
‘the mainland, Heberleys at Okukari and Loves at Wekenui.
Mﬁgh of the bush was burnt off and the settlers begen

the Parming of store sheep, with a few pigs, cows and

poultry for domestic use, Guard snd his family were
now living in Picton and visited Te Awaiti only during

the whaling season,



View of Tory Channel and entrance showing Arapawa
Island from Deep Bay to Wellington Head with Queen

Charlotte Sound in the background, Near slopes
and mainland in the foreground constitute

the farming area with which the Te Awaiti whalers
are concerned,

Photo copyright V,C, Browne,
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CHAPTER 1II,

PHYSTCAL CHARACTER OF THE AREA ADJACENT
TQ THE WHALING STATION,

This section of the study contains a des-

cfiption of the land and sea area adjacent to the whaling
station, the land area being that which is farmed by
the whalers during that part of the year when they are
not engaged in whaling opperations,

Situations

The area farmed by the whalers of Te Awaiti is
situated on the sogthern side of Arapaswa Island and on

the mainland east of Tory Channel, in the Marlborough
Sounds region, South Island, New Zealsnd, The trend
of Arapawaz Island is roughly north-east south-west with

a sharp turn to the north of West Head, the strike now

being north~south'through Arapawa and continued into the
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mainlend, Arapawa Island is bounded on the north by
Queen Charlotte Sound,~on'the éoﬁth by Tory Ghannal and

on the east by Cook Strait, The Te Awaiti‘and‘assoéiated:
farms are defined by following the main dividing ridge

on Arapawa; between East Head and Deep Béy; and on the‘
other side of the Channel from West He;ﬁ to Te gﬁﬁ:

Pay (Fig. i ). |

Topography and Drainsage:
The area farmed by the whalers is but a small

part of the partially submerged Marlborough Sounds
region of mountain ridges énd narrow valleys, probably
an assemblége of fault bounded blocks, Thevsyéikgyof'
the valley, now known as Queen Charlotte Sodnd, is
transverse to the Coast at Cook Strait and’submergence
has produced a typical ria dbasﬁline. qu§ Chaﬁhel,is
»a drowned valley tributary 40 Queen Charlotte Sound,
Partly drowned ridges formed the outlying islends, now
only rock stacks, oh both sides ofgfhe Tory Channel
entrance (Fig, 6 ) This entrance, as narrow as five hun-
dred yards,ﬁas formed by the submergence of a low sa&dle
in the ﬁorth-scuth~ridge hordering Cook Strait, A ridge,
visible in calm, clear seas extends under the watér over
two hundred and fifty yards on the East Head side of

the entrance leaving only a narrow channel of water for

the safe pagsage of shipping. The Wellington-Picton
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rig, ©, TOory Channel entrance, showing rock stacks, West
Head and whaling look-out in left foreground;
Wekenui, with two beacons, and Okukari flats in
the background,

Photo copyright V,.C, Browne,
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ferry sefvice_steamsbip t. 5.8, "Tamahine" of 1,989 tons,
passes through the entrance within a hundred yards of

West Head, Here the Channel attains a depth of forty-
two fathoms (252 feet), |

| On both sides of Tory Channel slopes are steep
averaging a grade of one foot in three, and»streams are
youthful consequents with many small falls in their
courses, Valleys, except where the bay head beaehes
have formed, are narrow and steep sided with their

floors covered from side to side even during moderate
floods. Within living memory only the smallest streamlets
-have been known to dry up during the summer months, A

‘ well-distributed and,fairly heavy annusl average rainfail,

combined with isolated patches of bush remaining high up A

in the Vaileys, have supplied enough,moisturé‘for at

least a trickle of water all the year round, In Jack-
son's Bay (Fig.7 ), Whekenui and Okukari settlers have
harnessed availsble water by laborious construction of
small, concrete dams, At Jackson's Bay a dam, 18 feet
x 12 feet x 1 foot, has been made across the valley,
approximately nine hundred feet above and six hundred
jards from sea-level, A ten horsepower motor, housed
~at the foot of the hill, generates enough power to
Supply hoﬁse and sheep-shed with electricity throughout

the year, although conservation of power is necessary



Jackson's Bay, Tory Channel,

Note; ©Shady slopes carrying most vegetation and
small amount of gully erosion.

Photo. copyright V.C. Browne
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in summer and early autumn,

From Deep Bay to Okukari; and from Te Rua Bay
to West Head the coastline is steep and can be climbed
only in selected places, Eioept for the few bay head
beaches there ié a continuous cliff from a few feet
high to over fifty feet at Bubonga point, where the
incoming tides sweep round into Tory Channel, The bay
_flats are all small; Te Awaiti, the largest, has

approximately six acres of flat, or near flat, land,

Outside the Tory Channel entrance a mature
stage of erosilon has been reached due to the exposure
of the land to the strong water and wind currents of
Cook Strait, which provides a funnel, less than twenty
miles wide, for ocean currents and the prevailing
westerlies of the latitude, The coastline is relatively
straight and steeply cliffed, heights ranging from
ninetysix to three hundred feet, A few remnants of
the most resistant strata of previously projecting
spurs remain as rock stacks, one of which is tWO‘hundred
feet above the normal high tide line, North of East
Head a few streams break the continuity of the cliffs
and enter the sea as waterfalls (Fig, 8 ). A few very
tiny boulder beaches have also been formed where streams
enter the sea, For five miles south of West Head the

sea has forced the c¢liffs back to within a few'feet of'



Cliffs on the Cook Strait coast of Arapawa
Island.

Note: Stream entering sea in a small fall and
rock stack 250 feet high in foregpound.

Photo copyright. V.C. Browne,
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the dividing ridge on the mainland,
| Geology and Soils:

The geographiCal history of the unique Marl-
borough_Sounds fegion has not been studied fully, and
no literature;conoerning‘Aﬁapawé”island gpecifically,was
available to the writer, A collection of rock speci-
mens ffom'o#er thirty different places, in the area

 farmed by the whalers, were all identified as non-

' ‘fossilifeﬁousvsandstone or sub—matamorphic“greywackes,
estimated to be of Triassic-Jurassic age1. It is |
generélly assumed that these hills or mountains were
uplifﬁed in comparativé;y recent geological time,
Occasionally flints have been picked up from the beaches
and three have been found, washed to the surface by
rainwater, high up on the sﬁurfﬁétweeﬁ Te Awaiti and
Jackson's Bay, It seems likely that these flints
were brought to the area by Maoris rather than belongi
to local rocks of the area, N

‘No visible evidence of fracturing or‘folding
can be found on Arapawa Isiand; The only toﬁographic
évidencevofvlarge scale fanlfihg'is the pattern of the
vélleys,now occupied by Tory:Chanﬁel(and Queen Chérlettw
,Sodnd.~i‘Bay-héad flats have been built up of debris

brought down by the streamé‘and covered with wind blown

(1) Henderson "Port Tertiary His‘toty‘df New Zealand" p, 55
Comparing Wairaraps, North Island; with north-east
Marlborough,
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loess, Beaches are made ﬁp of small gréywacké frag-
ments, a coarse argillaceoug.sgﬁd, probebly washed in
from the west coast of the Nﬁrth Island, and water-worn,
calcareous fragments of merine fauna and flora,

Soils, exposed to a depth of twelve inches iﬁ
some rain- eroded gullies but for the most part thin,
are skeletal loams, or loessial deposits, Wind blown
loess has been diatrﬁbuted impartially over sheltered
fj&gliows and hilléﬁespecially on the sunny faces south
of Te Awaiti; and on the,bay head flats where it has
been carried from the hillsides by streams and mixed

with coarser waste derived from underlying rocks,

Climate:

Unfortunately no rainfall gg‘temperatnre records
have been kept in places near enough tg:fS‘ actually in,
ihe 1and area adjacent'to the whaling station.? From
‘observations of settieré, two of whom héve been 1iﬁing
in the district for over seventy years, the followihg
general picture has been combiiéd for the micro-climate
ofMTe Awaiti. Temperatures are never very‘low, gvén in
mid~winter, due to the modifying influence of the sea
end the sheltered location of Te Awaiti, In summer
day temperatures are often quite high especially in
shéltered-gullies on the sunny slopes, while o@ the
flat sea breezes keep the air cooler, Mr. S, Toms,

whose homestead is situated in the centre of the Te



Awaltl flat, has kept some temperature records for over
fifty years, but noting only extremes of heat and coid.
The highest temperature recorded being 90° F., and the
lowest 41° p, Annua1~averaée temperature range is
probably fairly small - about 15° P,

For‘abproximatély two months each winter almost
half of the Te Awaiti flat receives no sunshine at all,
This is also true of all other flats except Wekenuil
and Okukari, which are more open to the sky and westerly
winds Blowing in from Cook Strait. Occasionally, light .
fallé;cf snow accompany south westerly storms‘and‘the
higher ridges aré thinly covered, the snow never remain-
ing more ﬁhan two or three days even on the shady slopes,
Fogs are uncommon and hail sﬁorms practically unknown,
Local relier'influences the directian.of the prevailing
westerly wind of the latitude, As well as breaking
the force it produces gustiness and irregularities, and
on the southern side of Cook Strait forms one of the
barriers‘coﬁeentrating wind in a definite tréck. Egst
Head to Terawhiti Head, Wellington, a distance of twenty
nautical miies, is one of the windieét‘areaé in the
&erld.‘ In the Tory Channel distriet cool north west
winds blowing in down the valleys are common especially
in summer, East Winds;nevenyvary'strong,«blow in off

the sea most of the time, It is a common phenomenonkto



Fig.

e

Eddy cloud at the head of Okukari Valley,

This cloud formation is specially common during
summer and autumn mornings and generally dis-
perses before noon,

Photo copyright Whites Aviation,
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face the west and feel a nor—weéter;blowing while a few
yards away an east wind cen be seen in the lay of vege-
tation,

- South-westerly winds bring the stormy weather
in deriniie ﬁhree day periods of almost continual rain-
fall, Concentrated in the late autumn and winter months
these storms average nine or ten per year, Annual ‘
average rainfall, partly reflected in the natural vége-'
tation cover, is estimated to be Wwetween thiﬁtyfive and
fortyfive inches, with a fairly low variability and a
slight winter maximum, COonvectional showers lasting
five to ten minutes occur quite freguently in Deceﬁbet,
January and February, behind the passage of a cold front.
They are the product of abnor@al iecal conditions and
are important.from tﬁe point of view of soil erosion.
Eddy cloud is common throughout the year and blankets
the higher ridges (Fig. 9 )., These clouds, asssociated
with easterly winds, are most noticeable‘in»the early
morning and generally'diSPerse by noon, OGcasionall&‘
they bn;pg a light drizzling rain ahd, conseguently, an
increase to rainfall effectiveness in the vicinity,

"

Natural Vegetation:

Because of the difficult topography in the Sounds
country many areas of na%ural vegetation rema&n almost
undamaged and. provide a useful basis for comparison,

There asre, however, other factors which aid the writer
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in the reconstruction of a picture of the original

plant cover, On the central ridge of Arapawa Island

many deéayed or decaying loges and stumps provide further

evidencé of the nature of the former forest cover,

Pamily diaries belonging toﬁdescbndants of original

Settlers contain brief reference to '1uxufiant'p1ant

growth of a veriﬁ&ble Paradife s.eseseeeees large tiMber ‘

trees and undisturbed HUSH ‘weeeesssos fine grassy $lats'.’
| Two main vegétation types existed -'semi?éeastal

feb63£, with mountain beech (Nothofagus cliffortioides),

‘totara (Podocarpus totara), and kohekohe (Dysoxylum
spectalile) dominant; and salt meadow gfasslana., The
‘Kohekohe, known as "cedar" tree, contrary to Toms '

~ expectations, is not a timbe? tree but an indication of

ekceilant grazing land when fgrest is removed, It grows
frém twenty to fifty feet high, has.a~b91§ measuring qﬁ
‘téthur'feeﬁ in‘diametef and ié similar in sppearshce to

to many tropical trees, On the kohekohe are found epiphyte
‘such as asplenum fern and mosses, snd climbers, such as

rata gnd lawyer,  The diviéing ridge ﬁas»covered‘witb
almost pure stands of kohekohe which extended down the
valleys and existed in small isolated patches in the

‘laWer bush associatiﬁn. | Thﬁfe were'alée a few large

beech and totara trees, both of which are good timber

trees if located in more favourable positions,

(1) Joseph Toms describing Te Awaiti in 1827 from diaries in the possessior

of his ereatecrent svandomm QudAnar Mawme AP Fo bued 42
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Below the Kohekohe belt of vegetation these
smaller forest trees were most common - ngaio

(Mxogqrum laetum),,kawakawa»(Macgogipef éxcelsum),

fucshia,éFuehsia;exCofticata), five-finger (Northopanex

aboreum), kawhai (Edwardsie tetraptera), lemonwood

(Pittosporum sugenioides), lancewood (Péeudbganax
crassifolium), wineberry (Aristotelis racemosa), marble

leaf (Carpodetus gerhﬁtas), kareka (Qorynocarpus

laeviggta), akéake (Dodmaesa viscOsé),‘taubata (Goprésma
reﬁusa), titoki (Alectgxon excelsum), Mahoe or whitey
wood (Melicxtus remiflores), kaikomake or fire tree

(Pennantia corynbosa), mapou (Rapanea urvillei) and
menuka (ﬁeptospérmum scépériam). ~ The stunted, many
branching karaka trees were found on the bush fringe
near vérioué Maori settlements so may not be indigenous
to the district. Uﬁdsfgrowth was mainly‘coprésma, |

rangiora (Brachyglottis repanda), and climhing~ferns,
~especially the hard fern (Blechnum filiforme)’ Plants

of the forest floor found near the eage of the forest

were gggugoulu multlsca us , ﬂydrocotzle, New Zealand
bluebell (Wahlenbergi gracilig ), various members ef the
orehid family, Cotula filiformis and bldimbidi or-
piripiri (Acaens novae zealandiae) This semi-coastal

forest was.frlnged, especially in the bays with ferns,

mainly (Dicksonia sguarrosa); and on the coastal rocks
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with Cook Strait koromiko (Veronica allgigoll var,
Atkinsenii). '
The small area of flat land in each bay had

a covering of native graés, fern, anise (Angelica montana),
flax (Phormium tenax) and pbs-toe (Arnndbvcanbpieua);
Athe two latter were foundvin'thé damper parts near the
stregms. L Also found were toe=toe whatumanu (Mariscgs
ustulatus), treéﬂneftle or ongéonga (Urt;ca ferox) and
Kiekie (ﬁmggggggggg banksiil."‘The mejority of these

' salt meaddw plants, although 1arge'1eavéd, were not
succulent, So natural pasture was not as valusble as

first imagined, On the shores of Cook Strait two rather
unexpected mountain‘plants,‘the spear grass or spaniard
(Ag;gggi;g-sguarrasa), and the étrikingVSiivery mats{bf

a variety of Raoulis sustrali@ were common on the ex-

‘posed ridges south of West Head, Two other usually erect
shrubs, the éhrubby ribbonwood (Plagianthus divabieatus)
end the commen coprosma (CegrbSma propinque) grew in
mat-like form, due not to the force of wind along, but
also the heat from thefrocké and the bright light,’

| Mention must be made of the sea plants, Where
the sea dashes in fury agalnst the rocky Goek Strait
ooast,}and even inside Tory Channel entrance are found

the 1afge‘strap-1ike brown bull kelps (Durvillaea utilia),

‘the "@eaves" of which were used by the Maoris as bags
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for holding ﬁreserved birds and fish, In the calmer

water of the Channel is the larger"leaved" variety

(Maqgmgystiangggﬁ_gu),twnieh,13 anchored to the rocky
floor by cord-like stems, Codium adhserens forms
"thick, fleshy dark-green masses on stones in rock pools;
Chae tomorphe_darwinii, strings of translucent green
beads, end Hormosira banksii which covers rocks with large,
brown wrinkled masses;'are seaweeds, which althougﬁ
appérehtly exposed to uniform éonditions when gfowing
gide by side, of many different férms.

Cook Strait hasinot been a natursel obstacle
in the dispersal of planfs; In fact species found on
Arapawa Island show greater affinities with flora in
the Wéllington districﬁﬁacross the Strait than with
thode only a few mileé fﬁrtﬁer south in Marlborough.

Native Bird, Fish end Animal Life:
The native bush and the rocky edges abounded

with bird 1ife, both land and sea varieties of all
descrlptions, Thére were wood plgeons, tuis, bellbirds,
mereporks, cuckoos, bush canaries, fantails, kaka,
“riflemen; parakeets, brown wrens, tomtits, saddlebacks
and kiﬁgfishers. ‘Sea birds,imanylof a migratory nature,
&ere also\numerous. - The large rock about two miles
east of East Head was the home of Australisn mutton

" birds, highly prized delicacies to the Maoris, The

young mutton bird was taken from its rock burrow in the
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‘early summer, plucked of its doWny'co§ering, éleanéé,
salted and stored till used during the following
winter, There were shags, mollyhawks, sooty shear-
waters, terns, gulls and blue penguins, whieh,sough£
- shelter withih the waters of Tory Channel during the
winter momths.

. The Channel literally swarmed with fish life,
Edible varieties inclu@eé ling, schnapper, butterfish,'
moki, conger eels, barracuda, terakihihi,'mullet, red
and blue cod and John Dories, Shell:fish, mussels,
rock Oysters, kinas or sea eggs and‘paua were all
populaf.items in the Maori diet.‘ Other fish caught
by the Maoris but not eaten were buraki, blowfish,
guffis, grey an§ tiger sharks, dogfish, blind eels and
Maori chiefs, Crayfish were found in rock pools,
Qspeoially in Coék Strait; and groper, a deep sea fish,
could be caught by line fishing from rocks near the
jchannel entrance, But the most important "fish" of
all were the whales which regularly pass through the
Strait, and the dolphins,

Before the arrival of the whalers the only land
animals in the Te Awéiti area were rats introduced by
the Maéri end goats and pigs, known as "Captain Cookers",

introduced by Captain Cook late the previous cghtury,
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CHAPTER III,

GHANGES BROUGHT ABOUT BY EUROPEAN
SEPTLEMENT,

Changes ig”Vegetatimn:

The maln purpose of the early settlers was
to estabiish a whaling industry and not a farming
community such as has since arisen complemanbary'to
whéling. Tn the earliest stages of settlement the
\flats'and a few\rough traéks were cleared, but neo
'attempt,waéymade;ta establish intrééueed pastdre
grasseé. Mueh‘of the bush was penetrated by stock,
eépecially wild goats and pigs, and. today. very
‘little of the ground layer remsins in the isolated
patches of virgin bush, The smaller plants of the
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‘A small amount of bush remains today on the
dividing ridge between the land adjacent to

the whaling station and the other side of

Arapawa Island. A portion of Queen Charlotte

Sound with Long Island is showing in the back-
ground,

Photo copyright Whites Aviation,
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~ forest floor, mosses, ferns, small shrubs and even
the foliage of some trees were all very palateble to
stock in the abaengé of adequate grassland pasturés.
It is surprising that the settlers did not atbtempt
to remove much bush until the latter half of last
 century. Prior to this ﬁime the‘locél residents had
been content to idle away their time during the months
.they were not engaged in whaling,

Then, in the late eighteen sixties came a
sudden desire to remove the bush, establish exotic
grasses and raise sheep, By this tlme whallng prafits
were barely large enough to provide the settlers with
the necessities of life, Where the bush has been
removed by burning the tendéncy is for it to regenerate
itself, first through bracken fern (Pteridium eséuiegtum)
“or stends of pure manuka, then second growth with
‘fuchsia, ribbonwood, wineberry and the various other
small trees and shrubs of the forest (Fig, 11), 'Mueh
of the originsl forest has'been"replaced by exotic
~grassés, especially the indigenous 1nduced'§§nthonia

ilosa, en aggressive species whiéh thﬁives oh thin
soils»énd burning, browntép;.cocksfect, clover and Poa
tﬁSseck, which appears to have been established by
its own efforts,  Mushrooms now grow widely and can

be seen in hundreds in early asutumn,
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~ In the inhebited bays exotic trees have
chenged the appearance of the landscape, The farm-
houses are sheltered, especially on the east side,by
high macrocarpa hedges, which seem to survive aalté
laden winds better than the more common shelter
t?ee Pinus rediatas used in 6ther'parts of Marlborough.
English and Australian trees*have been planted for
ornement and each house has its own small orchard of
apples, peaches, plums, cherries and other fruits.
~ Changes in Bird, Fish and Animal TLife:

‘The only cﬁange in the native bird life of
the district has been a reduction in nﬁmbers, |
- assoclated with the disappearance of most of the
native bush,  All the previoua}y mentioned birds are
gtill seen but tuis and pigeone~are‘becoming,very‘rare.
Kingfishers are common near the streams, .

Fish life does noﬁ appear to have altered
greatly although severél oystér beds have recently
been established in a few\sheltered,bays.in‘Tbry
Channel, Licensed fishermen from Picton find their
‘best fishing grounds for small fish, such as cod,
terakihihi, moki, ‘bﬁtterfi‘sh_ and ling, offshore from
bays near the Tory Channel entrance, Here the“ﬁhal-
~ ing factory pfovides an attractidn to fish life,
‘In the enimal life of the district the most
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db%ioas change  has been the introduction of sheep,
Apart from whaling the welfare of the district
depenﬁs on the. raising and fattening of store shaep,
Wild pigs and goats are 54111 numerous, but none of
.the animal pests found in other parta of New Zealand
is even seen.on Arapswa Island,  There are no daer,
rébhita,.hanea; wessels, stoats, ferrets, pole cats
or hedgehogs, Other vermin peSté”ihéluée hawks and
grey shags, Sportsmen are not‘encourageﬁ‘fro§'
other localities and, except to their friends and
relations, the settlers requewpermission to shoot on
tﬁeir~1and‘s

Settlement and Gemmunicatiens‘

, Settlement has been influenced by relief and,
exééﬁﬁ for Mr, J.A. Perano s’re&1dence perched high on .
a hillside, -is confined to the pays, The“period of
.greatest settlement, prior to' 18&@, "has been dealt with

Cin the historical -section of this paper. Unofficial

réééfdé1 for 1839 show that‘tﬁéﬁé&éﬁfé over a hundred
whité'peppla:and dbout'threéfﬁuﬁdééd Maoris in the
diétrict.‘ﬁ?ﬁoday there are%éé@éﬁfeéﬁ adults, including
three Maoris and four farmhéndé;”aﬁéfeight children
li;ihg‘in the ‘area adjacent to the whaling statibn.

A1l the land farmed b&‘ﬁﬁé;whalérs was bought

sy

(1) E.J. Wakefie1d in "Adventure in New~zea1anaﬂ published
in London, :L.EM»:L.°
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from the Maoris in 1829 and has been handed down to
the descendants of the various early settlers, Z&nd .
at'dkukari is faﬁmad today by Mr. C, Heberley, and
at Te Awaitl and on ‘the mainland to the east of Tory
Channel by Mr, S. Toms, both of whom are directly
descended frbm'aéSGGiatea of John Guard; the first
European arrival, In 191u Toms 1easéd,thirty acres
in Te Awé;ti‘to John Norton and, in 41918 énd'1925,
relatives of Captain James Jackson, John Guard and
Jacky Love sold to Mr. J,A. Perano land totalling
6,700 acres at Jackson‘s Bay and Wekenui, In 1940
Mz, Peranp retired from farming and built a house on
a spur overlooking the Channel entrance, Some years
previously he had given land centring on Jacksen‘s Bay
to his elder son, Joseph, so this time he deeded his
property at Wekenui to his younger son, Gilﬁert;
During World War II, the New Zealand Army De-
partment rented several acres of land at Wekenui |
which loocks directly out on to Cook Stra;t. Here
they establ@shed’a éamp of nearly ninety men, who
erected and maintained six shore batteries in strategic
pcsitiohs. Toéay‘evidencesvéf army occupstion remgin
in empty émmunition storeholds, concrete gun pits
 and deserted huts, several of which have been bought

by the whalers and removed to Fishing Bay. Here they



Fig, 13, Whaling factory as it appeared in 1930,

Photo G&.T, Perano.
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provide winter quarters for the sixteen to twenty
Picton Maoris, and thei# families, who work at the
factory during the whaling season, Army men, duﬁing '
their four years of occupation, built a stréng wooden

jetty and erected a large petrol storage tank at

Wekenui, bothqsf which are a great assistance to the
whaier of todmy. They also constructed a rough
roadway from Wekenui'to‘Fishing Bay. With the ald
of a very aneient truck this "road" has proved very
useful ih providing an easy lend route from Wekenui
to the faotory, Before the building of this road
only a rough track existed aﬁd the Jjourney from bay
to bay was méde by the mare‘dostly use of a launch or
by the arduous method of rowing a small boat,

'~Frcm Deep Bay to Okukari and from Wekenui
to thé‘ether side of the island are narrow walking
tracks, which become so slippery in‘wet weather that
one finds great difficulty in retaining a foothold
on the steep hillsides, ALl settlers prefer to travel
frém bay to ba& by sea routes, The sheltered Qaters
~ of Tory Channel are‘ver& rarely too rough for the
‘smallest of row boate. Eech inhabited bay is con— .
hected to the next bay by telephone line and Te
Awaiti, Wekenui and Okukari are connected directly
with Picton, However, telephone communications ave

often upset by a break in the single transmission
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line, (A small radio receiving and tranemitting
set has been installed in the whaling Llook-out
building and two-way communication cen be estab-
lished between Picton and the look-out, or between
the chasers, the "Tuatea' and the 1éok~out.

Picton, the nearest township, is over
twenty miles distant and is connected té the‘Tory
Channel district by a weekly mail-and-supplies
launch service, |

Market faciliﬂies are availsble in Blenheim,
a toﬁn of over five thousand inhabitaﬁts. Blenhéim
and Pietbn, appreximately twenty miles'apart,ﬁara
connected ﬁy'gdod road and rail services, 'Fof
occasionsl and urgent visits to Picton chaser launches

are used by'the whalers because they can cover the

diatance in ebout an hour, Other launches, charging
£3 per trip, cen be hired from Picton, but they take
up to three hours for the journey, |

| Te Awaiti and Okukari are without electric
pbﬁer, : Ci; burh1ng lamps and ranges are used;' the

01l being easier to transport than coal, and refiig-

47,

erators"are‘powéred:by burning kerosene, In the other

inhabited bays settlers have harnessed available water
‘supplies for the produetién of electricity used for
shéaring, lighting, coeking and heating, )
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CHAPTER IV,

ERESENT DAY EGCONOMY,

Lend Use;

In the farm area studied there are approxi-
mately 10,900 acres of fgirly steep land available
férfthe grazing of sheep. Pastﬁres,are good all the
year réund.but, because of the hilly‘nature of the
eéﬁﬁtfy, can be used only forlsf@ré sheep raising,

At present 5,300 shgep'are carried, i,e,, one sheep
to two acres, Varieus.breeds have been tried but
Romney -Southdown or Romney-Lelcester crossbreds,

producing both good lambs and»#bol, have proved the mest
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successful, Ewe lambs are kept for replenishing |
the flocks, Romney crossbreds have been raised in
the district for neakly half a century so are well
acclimatiaed and givéiliftlb difficulty at lambing
time, A good lembing season averages ninety peréent
lambs, High quality Southdown or Leicester!rams‘ére
importéd into the flogks everj year to keep up good
class lambs, “ |
| Mr, S. Toms, of Te Awaiti, is well-known
throughout the Marlborough provincial district for’>
his fat Romney Lambs and'has'many times obtained
ﬁop prices in the various markéfs held‘in Blenheim,
Unfortunately, land is everywhere too steep

to permit the use of a horse and mustering has to be

done on foot ~ a difficult and arduous task, To
obtain a good muster the nine men and thirty dogs of
the erea are all employed, The dogs are not worked
very frequéntly and the hills are Very steep so
ﬁustering days are not popular days with the'whalers.
Shéép for the market are transported by motor launch-
towed punts carr@ﬁhg up ﬁo two hundred and fifty
shéep.' Punts cen be loaded, except at Wekenui, only
‘at high tide; the sheep being driveﬁ, with consider-
sble difficulty, up a ramp, or slung aboard by two
menYWOrking side by side, One punt owner manages

‘vefy well, for each year he trains a pet lamb to walk,



50,

on a leed, up the ramp whlle the others follow,
| Every yeaﬁ; for the past decade, a Te
Aﬁaiti farmer has bought young steers for fattening
and théy have proved quite useful in keeping the fern
and scrub growth down for sheep, Théy‘are sold, as
three or four year olds at Blenheim stock yérds,
Averagé prices obtained for 1948 (1945) are:-

Fat Lambs 26/6& to 34/64 ,(27/8&) |

Store Lembs 20/- to 2i/- (21/-)

Five-Year old Ewes 26/-» (22/-)

Cattle £16 to £22,10, 0 (£13,10, O)

Wool up to 45d 1b, (34d) end

Orutchings up to 23d 1b, (124),

The'Wﬁaling season lasts three to four months
and coincides with the slack season on the sheep
farms; an unusually benevoientzérrangemént of nature,
Nevertheless, part of thé‘yearly fafm programme has
to be slightly adjusted to f£it in with whaling
activities,

N The Farm Programme:

_In March extra rams are bought and put out,

dipping‘éhd erutching are done in April, | These are

busy months for the farmer-whaler, Fences are re-

paired, scrub and thistle grubbed and bad patches of



Fig, 15. Small whale swimming, Note open blow
holes, This sperm whale when killed
was estimated by the whalers at twenty-
five tons,

Fig. 16, Whale chaser operating in Tory Channel. This
photograph was taken q few seconds before the

harpoon was fired,
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fern are burnt., Whale chasers asre driven on to

wooden cradles end tauled up to the workshop at
Wakanui, where they are cleaned, repainted and
dechanically overhauled, Seme store 1ambs, hoggets ..
and‘wéthers are sold early in April.\ Prom May‘to
the middle of August the local people are fully
occupied with whaling activities. "Almost as soon

as the whaling season ends lambing commences, follow-
ed by tailing and brending, Sheafing is done in
October and the last muster of the year takes place
in December when fat lambs are sent to the market,

Farms:

Farms ape all fenced but paédodks are large,
‘A<farm‘of two’thOQSand four hundred acres, in Jackson's
Bay, is divided into two large paddocks of over a
thousand acres each and two small fields near the
sheep sheds, Because‘of difficulty in obtaining
food supplies eéch_farmvis practically self-sufficient
in fruit,'vegétables, meat, dairy and poultry produce,
Three or four dairy cows, and & bull, are kept in
one of the small paddocks, and.tﬁe cows are brought
in for milking by aAtrained cattle dog, In the
farmyard itself are kept fowls, ducks, or geese, and
a pig orvtﬁe for bacon, The complete absence of

horses is a noticeable feature, The late Mr, Norton

brought to Te Awaiti, in 1930, a horse thinking that
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1t would provide a useful way of travelling réund
the various lsland tracks, | However, some months
, iater this horse fellAcver a cliff and was kiiled,
50 nebody has bothered gbout buying a horse since
tﬂen. |

Typical of each farmyard is the smoke-house
where fish, whale—meat and bacon are prepared for
use during the winter, Boiled whale-meat, ressemb-
'1iﬁé‘corhéd beef in ap@egrance, but iesa aalty to the
taste, is often fed to the dogs, who regard it as a

special treat, ,
Whaling Activities, 1210-1 948; .

~ The present system of whaling beganfthipty-
seven years ago, when a whale came up beside a small
boat, from which an Italian descended fishermaﬁ frbm
Picton was plying his trade, It was eo'eioSe that
therars were 1ifted from the rowioeka. The fisher-
man, J,A. Perano, returned to Picton, thought it over
and decided that nothing in the sea was'goingvto
frighten him, If others could catch whales so could
he, But catching ﬁhales from rowboats, as the early
whalers' descendénts aid, was, at best, an uncertain
bﬁéiness.' Sometimes ﬁhe boats could not come up to
a whale in SPité of chase® kno%ﬁhpo have lasted
fifteen hours or more, Many times they would kill

a whalw only to lose it because of the onset of rough
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Fig. 17. Modern harpoon gun on a swivel base,
Note the triple barb protruding from
gun barrel; chaser and "Tuatea" in
left background,

Fig, 18, Whale diving after harpoon has been shot,
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weather before it could be towed to sheltér,

So, in 1911, he bought a twelve-knot motor
launch and five hundred acres of land at'Wekﬁnui;
In_hig first season ha‘settled his criticé by eatching
nine whales - double the local average, His com-
petitors d4id not retire immedistely and it was perhaps |

natural that the vigorous'cempetition and community

rivairy should lead to brawls and smashed boats, At
this time three shore stations were operating, two st
Te Awaiti and one at Wekenui, the latter. having first
been located near Te Rua Bay, While still in their
early teens J.A, Perano's two sons ﬁoinéd him in
whaling and the business steadiiy déveleped as more
efficient methods were introduced, The eldest Perano
is now Seventythree but still does his full share of
whaling during the season, He and his sons are steers-
men on the three chasgrs canétantly in eperaﬁion.

| The whalers' day starts at daWn, by which time
the 1ook-9ut, overlooking the Tory Ghannei,entrance,
is manned, " With the aid of poﬁerful glasses they'
can sigﬁt a spout as far away es twglve miles, where-
as an untrained eye would see nothing but sea and sky
at half‘the distences, = When the whale is sighted
the whalers race down a réugh cliff path to the chasers

which roar out into the Strait at full speed, The



Fig. 19, Blowing air into the whale to keep it afloat.
Hose pipe and harpoon line showing,

Fig, 20, Inflated whale awaiting arrival of the
"Muatea" to tow it back to the factory in

Tory Channel for "cutting-in",
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chasers, each powered by a three hundred horsé—power
fresh-water éooled Rolls Royce aeroplane engine,
rasémble the square bilge racing launches used on
sheltered harbours, ' However, they are real ses boats
for they operate up to twenty miles out in the open
sea, Two men man each thirty-two feet long chaser,
‘but the most exacting job is that of the steersman,

He must not Snly put the boat within a few feet of

the surfacing whale so that the gunner may get his
shot in,,but also remove the chasér from danger caused
. b‘& ‘the wounded whale as it dives after the harpoon is
fired, The gunner directs the steersman over the lgst
few feet, fires the harpoon‘from'a paper-packed, cut-
down Boforsvgun, throws the lance bomb and looks after
the air compressor,

| It takes six seasons to train a gunner and much
longer to make a first class steersman, ‘The whale may
surface up to & mile from where it waslfirst sighted
and the chaser must be within twenty feet of it of the
‘gunner is to get a shot, If the boat is too close

the veryﬂleast that_can be expected is damsge to the
chaser, but even if the steersman mekes no mistake

his boat may happen to share the ssme few feet of ocean
with the surfacing whale, For example, in August,
1945, the under jaw of a whale became caught in the

railing on the top of a chaser and tipped the boat up
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Fig, 21, Fastening a killed whale, tail first, to the
"Tuatea" - the mother ship.

Fig, 22, "Tuatea" towing her capacity of two whales and a
chaser, Because the chasers use about one
gallon of fuel to travel one nautical mile ghey
are often towed back to their base after a kill,
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on its side, Fortun&tely, before the gunner and
steersman had time to jump clear the railing broke
and the boat righted itself,

Once a whale is sighted the boats, making up
to thirtyfive knots, race towards it, repeating‘the
process until the interval between dives becomes short-
er, The whale, moving at an estimated speed of fif-
teen to twenty knots, cannot escape from, and séems |
frightened by; the roar of the engineé. Although the
whale's -ear canal is so small that it would be diffi-
cult to slip a pencil into it, its hearing is very
acute; Oléatime whalers used to muffle their oars
in the hope that the whale wbuld-not‘hear them coming,
For safety and convenience three chasers work together,
‘Sooner or later the gunner of one of the boats gets
his chance and fires the harpoon, "The whale dives
immediately the harpoon, attached to a strong four
hundredhfeet,rcpeyline, strikes but from now on its
diréction can be told from the taut harpoon line, The
explosive in the harpoon head does not kill the whale
outright, but terely ﬁegkenS‘it so there will be less
of a death struggle when the lance is thrown and ex-
ploded, The second ‘time the chaser comes near the
surfacing whale the gunner throws a lance, containing

a time-bomb in its head, and the whale is killed,
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Now the dead whale is inflated with compressed air
passed through a hollow spear, which is connected to

the engine by a rubber hose. '~ The whale is handed

over tb the mother ghip, "Tuatea", & small coal-burning
vessel of 110 tonms, to be towed tail firet to the
factory in Fishing Bay; an 1gnominoué end to a two
thoés&ﬁd miles ocean pilgrimage, : |
| It sometimes happens that mother ship is
towing her capacity of two whales,'one 1ashed to each
gide, when more whales are sighted. Theﬁ follgwé
one of the more fantastie aspects of Cook Strait
whaling, ' The chasers, working like dogs with sheep,
will drive the whaleS‘pérﬁabs‘fen miles nearef-the
‘ whaling factory in Tory Ghannel end kill them in
sheltered water,

ﬁ Of the season's catch humpback whales form
| the majority, but a few S§efm_énd right whales are
- caught every year1. Most are killed in Goékrstrait
within a Piftéen mile radius of the look-out, but,
oﬁéaéionally, thfougnffaulﬁj”navigétion whales will
turn into Queen Oharlctte Sound and have even been seen
from the Picton wherf, The énnual.processien of
whales through Cook Strait Eeems unaffected by the
acti#ities‘of either the local whalers or by these who,
except in wartime, operate in the Ahtarctic.‘ in the

far south a single factory ship might handle hundreds

(1) See Appendix 2.
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Wekenui - Te Awaiti whaling factory at Fishing

Baye Tory Channel, The rough roadway on the
hillside above was constructed by soldiers

stationed at Wekenui during the recent World
War ITI.

Photo copyright vV.C, Browne,
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of whales in a season, but the’Peranosihave, neverthe-
1§§é;‘discounted any idea of fitting out an Antaretic
'expeditien when whales aré’ao readily availablé from
the New Zealand coast.,  However, the Wekenui Whaling
'COmpaﬁy are interested in a project to establish the
.industry in New South Wales., In 1943, NMr, J.A. Perano,
- at the invitation of the Aﬁstralian Government, %isited
Eden on the New South Wales coeast, and saw more whales
in one week than were taken annually from Ceok Strait,
He promptly bought three sections of land asnd returned:
to New Zealand, Today the whalers still consider
moving to Australia some day but, as yet, are loath
4o leave their New Zealand Homes.
The Factory:
Although the present whaling station is known

as Te Awaiti, and the company which controls 1t as the
Wekenul Whaling Company, it is actually in the nearby
Fishing Bay, Occasionally it is referred to as the
Wekenui whaling station,  The factory is built into
the base of a steel hillside aﬁd is & cfude wooden
structure covered with unpainted corrugated iron (Fig.
22 ), At first it was only a small shed used for
. housing implements but now it covers a floor space of
over 3,500 square feet, Had the factory been built
wheré a small area of flat land is sgvailsable at‘ghe
head of the bsy the task of pulling up the huge carcases

" would have been a major problen,



Fig, 24, Largest known blue whale caught from Te

Awaiti, The over-all lenfth was 97 feet

(jeawbone 23 feet 9 inches) and the animal
weighed approximately 85 tons,

Figs. 25 and 26, Sixty-ton sperm whale on slip.

Length of whale 38 feet, The folds
of flesh showing occur only on the

underside of the sperm whale between
the front flippers.,
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During the season the three most noticesble
features in Fishing Bey are the bhousands of sea birds,
the overpowering stench of decaying flesh and the
distinctive colouring of the whale with its white
blubber, bright red flesh and black tongue,

Continuing with the story of the whale -
afber it has been killed by the chasers. The inflated
whale, towed back to end anchored in Fishing Bay, must
be cut-in within fortyeight hours of the killing,
‘;Steam driven winches pull the carcase up a slipway and on
to a,cpnoret&ﬂ platform where the dead "fish" is cut
into easily masnageable pieces. Using long, sharp
knives, which they repeatedly sharpen. on hone stones!
‘attached to thongs tied round fheir waists, the men
cut off two large steaks, For the average fifty ton
whale these steaks are asbout fifteen feet 1eﬁg and
four feet thick, They are dragged away, trimmed,
\cut’into steaks two feet square and placed on té a
loeding pla@foim ready for a launch to take them to
Picton where they are canned and exported as ocean
steak, the flavour of which, if properly cooked, is
indistinguishable from beef, Unfbrtunately, some of
thé flesh is badly damaged by the harpoon and by the
-explosive charge in the lance bomb, and is unfit for

human consumption,  This flesh, together with the



Fig. 27. ‘Humpback whale on slipway,

Fig, 28, Humpback whale breaching after being hit
with a lance bomb,
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blubber end offal is hauled from the cutting-in
platform on to an endless.cgnveyér belt and fed
through a guillotine which cuts the meat and fat into
blanket pieees an inch thick and six or seven inches
long, These small pieees are shovelled into one of
three fifteen hundred-gallon digestors and boiled for |
twentyfour hours, after which the oil 1s dipped off
into .~ slightly smaller tanks and boiled again, When
" cool it is graded, through s series of screens into
fortyfour—gallon drums, loaded two hundred to & punt,
and taken to Picton té await shipment overseas,

On the other side of the slip are large vats
in which the bone is boiled after it has been scraped,
Bone is cooled in concrete baths and stacked up resdy
for removal to Picton or Wellington where it ié
crushed, mixed with burnt waste tissue and, subsge
quently, used as fertiliser, ‘The‘Maori labaur,
used at the shore station, is paid a lump, sum at the
end of the seasoh and all seem quite satisfied with
the emount they receive., The whaling company provides
fuel, food and accommodation for sbout sixteen to
twénty Maoris With thair women and chiléren. Factory,
"Tuatea" and cnasers beleng to the Wekenuil Whaling
Company in which four Peranos and Sydney Toms told the
greatest number of shares, while Heberley, Mrs, Norton

and Max Kenny, of Picton, all have a small interest,
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Gunner and steersmsn also réceive a bonus of £2,10, 0
for each successful shot,

Whele Produots;

The present products of whales are oil,
canned meat, baleen and fertiliser, 01l is used in
such widely different industriesias rope-making a
send candy manufacture, egpecially for the soft fill-
ings 6f high grade chocolates;‘ For over twenty years
the entire output of oil has been purchased by the
Australian Government'. Meat is canned, but this is
a recent development and the export trade in canned
ocean steak did not commence until 1946, For two
“years U.N.R.R.A. took all the meat available, but now
1t is going only to Britain. In August, 1948, 2,200
cases of edible whale meat left Wellington for London,
Baleen, the horny plates through which some whales
strain their food, is sent to a factory in Blenheim
where 1t provides bristiéé for hairbrushes, Bone,
'used as a fertiliser, is”crushed and mixed with burnt
waste tissue left in the digestawvs after the whale
flesh and bluﬁber'has been boiled. Small amounts of
spermwhale bone are sent to India where they are fash-
ioned into various ornamenté énd souvenirs and sold,
t6 uhsuspecting toﬁrists, as genuine ivory. Labor-
atories in Wellington héve conducted many experiments

on whale glands and some kidney extracts have actually
been used.

(1) see Appendix 2,
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CHAPTER V,
PRESENT DAY PROBLEMS,

- Noxious Weeds;

‘ Noxious weeds are not a serious problem
on the Cook Strait whalers' farms, although some

varieties occur fairly widely. Blackberry (Rubus

fruticosuﬁ),»"California" thistle (Qricus arvensis),

a shrubby nettle (Urtica ferox) and bracken fern are

the most common weeds, Bracken is regarded as a
weed although it forms .a natural part of the regener-

'ation of bush. Its growth is mo#t vigorous on the
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shady slopes, where sheep are fewer, but it is kept
down by periodic burnings and by stock, Sheep Will.
eat young bracken shoots so burning is left till
autumn, Blackberries are found in many gullies énd on
shady hill faces, Wheré yhey'occur near farmhouses’
they are kept in check by dairy cattle, which seem wvery
fond of blackberry leaves, The so-called "California"
thistles are widespread oﬁ Arepawa Island and canyoniy
be kept down by grubbing before they have a'chance to
spfead their seeds, This weed thrivea on burning,
‘A small patch of manuka scrub persists in reappeéring
on the nerth’élcpevaf the Te Awaiti valley but this
is cut eaéh year and proves more useful than other-
- wise fof it provides good kindling fuel in an area
where such fuel is in short suppiy¢. VIaolated manuka
and cagssinia bushes on all hillsides are subject to
periodical cutting and burning, On the borders of
bushed gullies and valleys,lespecially where pigs have
been rooting, giant nettles, cérefully avoided by
~ stock, are common, |

Soil Erosion:

Because the settlers of the land adjacent to
Te Awaiti have always been more concerned with whaling,
and less with sheep raising, soll erosion today is

not as serlous as 1t appears in overstocked neighbonring
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areas, In spite of thié‘persietent understocking
burning has bared much of the soil to the raﬁages of
weather elements, such as wind and heavy southerly
rains;"and of pigs end goats. Accentuated creeping;
flowing and sliding of fine and coarse materislé,
at highef elevations following fire and trampling by
sheep, pigs or goats, and gullying are the~most‘preva-
lent types of soll erosion, Wind erosion is also |
evident’in various places,

On the higﬁer slopes,‘eSPGCially‘where there
are thin surface soils and sparse vegetation, water
is discharged as‘sﬁrface run~-off, In some @1&068 the
rooting of pigs has loosened topsoil and subsoil and
subsequent storms have washed away this soil(and left
bare rock faces, In a few places Where,éeepagé has
oceurred along a rock bhase topsoilAhas slumped away to
reveal parent rock, - Lower down the‘sloﬁes where
loess déposits are thicker slipping and soil creep are
the commonest forms of soll erosion. The tough
surface of grass, piovided mainly by danthonia, seems
to transmit rainwater rapidly‘dcwn to the subsoil,
:Even manuka, scrub énd bracken fern, because of their.
short roots, are unable sometimes to hold the soil.
The loess subsoil sbsorbs moilsture slowly at first and
‘thenduickly until it becomes a thick, stiékm mobile

mess which may suddenly move downhill carrying the



surface soil with 1it,  80&:5 of yellowish loess, left
to heal themselves, femain as proof (Fig.7 ).  These
scars also show that some underground drainaege is
responsible for slumping and subsequent slipping,

Less than a foot from the surface water may be dripp-
ing or even flowing quite freely, from & scar face,

while the soil above is comparatively dry, This is

taken usually as a warning éf possible slips which,

in times of heavy rainfall, often follow slumping
above a scar, In other places, where pressure of
underground drainage bursts out to form a scar, cracks
and bulges mey show an imminent élip, A few years
ago the largest knownélip in the aréa ended up on

~the front garden of the Jackson's Bay homestead,
‘House-high, this slip warned the settlers of a

greater danger than they hed hitherto imagined, so
they promptly set to work and planted willow cutt‘ing‘s |
in plaéés where the greathst danger&to settlements
existed. Everywhere sheep tracks’ﬁay’eollecﬁ water
-"and cause small slips, especially on the sunny slopes

~ preferred by sheep to the shaﬁy, often manuka, fern or
‘scrub-covered slopes, Only in very sheltered positions
is the surface ever cracked by heat from the sun,

Marine Erosiong

Although marine erosion in Tory Channel
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is normal for a 1anélocked}waterway, high spring tides
and strong south-westerly‘sforms often causé‘damage‘in
the vafious bays. For'example, in February, 1947, =

wind of whole gale intenai&y accampanied by tremendous
seas, snch as have never before been experienced by
settlararin the outer reagpgs of the Marlboroagh
Sounds region, wrought daéége eatimated at bétwean
| £2, OOG and £3,000 at the: whaling station in Tery Channel,
The roof of a workshop at Wekenui was ripped off by the
wind and demolished' the retaining wall at the whaling
factory was washed away, and surging water about six
feed deep carried away the breastwork and approximately
tﬁree hundred full hungaliéﬁ drums of whale o0il almost all
of which were salvaged, o

An unusual feature of the storm was that the

tide at the entrance to Téfy Channel, instead of
éhaﬁging e#ery six hours;}éid not alter for two days,
Due to the southerly windgiyiling up the water in Cook
Strait the tide ran westwards into the Channel all the

time,  The entrance tai'he Channel, at the height of

the sterm, was a mass of kelp and a deposit about fjve
feet thick covered the beach at Wekenui which is directly
in line with the entrance, Over fifty different

varieties of fish were washed up on the bay head beaches
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in Tory.ghannél, Some were identified by & Picton
fisherman, with considerable experience in Australian
waters, as Fish known only to fishermen plying their

trade from various Australian ports, over a thousand miles

away., |

Jetties laboribusiy constfucted}by-hand with
large flat rocks are lisble to be washed away in a few
hours during high spring tides, In Jackson's Bay the
jetty has been protected by the grounding of an old :
harbourﬂferry boat purchased cheaply from the Lyttelton
HarbourABoard, Canterbury; Whié vessel was dismantled,
towed to the windward side of the bay, run aground snd
sunk in fairly shallow water where it now prevides a
good shelter for a jetty and for two chasers which are
kept in the bay,

Fencings

Kéeping fehces, portigns of which are often
damaged orxdestrbyed'b& slips or by burning, in order ia
& miner problem teday; Five-wire fences, witb imported
V.D,L.Aposts, are constructed mainly along ridges where
they are easiest to maintain, Costs are fairly high

and average about eighteen shiilinga per chain, Main-



tenance costs also are fairly high, for one or two men
hust work for over a week to tighten and repair less
than five miles of fences on the Okukafi farm,

Whaling difficulties:

While whales continue to pass regularly
through Cook Stréit, few problems confront the whalers:
of today, At'pfesent some diffieulty\is experienced
in the'd15p65a1 of the several whale products, for
shiﬁping services have been greatly disorganised as
a result of the recent‘world war, After the 1947
whaling season seventeen hundred drums of oil remained
eight months on the Picton wharf before space was
found to ship them to Australis,

So long as sufficient whales can be caught

‘each year the high costs of chasing with motor
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1aunches, using one gallon of fuel to travel one nautical

mile, are not difficult to bear, With the rising price

of oil and an annual average catch of a hundred whales

in the last ten years the financisl state of those who

own and 6perate the Te Awaiti-Wekenul whaling station is

- Vvery secure, However, in épite of modern methods
whaling still remains a risky business at the best of
times, i,e, risky in the sense that each time a whaler

enters a chaser and prepares for a kill he is taking
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his life in his hands, A wounded whale does not
always dive after being harpooned and its lashing

tail could quite’easily,Sﬁaéhfé small chaser,



69,

¢ 0O N ¢ L U 8 I 0 N,

In the land area adjacent to the whaling
station in Tery Channel, Marlborough Sounds, climaté,
's0il and topography favour pastoralism,  The -
geographic study of the area indicates that,‘because
of the steep hills, future development can be found
only® in the breeding of better wool and mutton sheep,
or in the introduetion of more cattle, which would
be useful in trampling down or eating bracken fern and
serub, especially on the shad& slopes. Although most
of the natural foeest cover has been removed the natural
fertility of the soil has not been greatly reduced by

persistent overstocking, even after the establishment
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of the frozen mutton industry, Sheep farming, which
began when whaling declined in the late eighteen forties,
has been continued as an alﬁernative occupation to-
whaling, No flat land is available for agriculture
~ but, even if it were, the remoteness of the bay head
flats would make ggriculture‘impractioable and unecomomic,
Today physical inaccessibility is countered by faét sea
transport bringing the whole area within an hour aﬁd a
half's journey of‘New Zea1ana's capital city, Wellington,
or within an hour’s’ﬁ@urney of‘the township of Picten.
'UnfOftuﬁatelyw Cook Stréit is one of the roughést,
windiest Waterways in the world and, occasionally, even
the 1989-ton Picton-Wellington ferry steamship has not -
dared to venture out into the Strait; so the small
motor launches belonging to the settlers cannot be uéed al-
ways to cross Cook Strait, | |

From the dynemic point of view the land and
sea area studied forms a unit for all the settlers have
a common interest or occupation in whaling,  Limit-
ations are imposed .at sea by the.rénge of the whéle
boats and on land by‘the acreage which the whalers are
able to farm economically during that ?ért of the year
whén they are not engaged %n‘whaling. Today, New

Zealand's most exciﬁing:ﬁﬁ@mstry, whaling, is carried on
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in Cook Strait, Where'a handful of Soundsmen vary

.thair farming activities by whaiing from speedboats,

The tools of trade of these whalers would be‘unfamiliar',
to‘an old~time Whaier., They use motor launches

making up to forty knots; the modern harpoon is pro-
pelled by a gun éna the;whale'is killed with a lance
carrying a time bomb in its head.‘ Delivery to the

vats is assured by compressed air blown into the dead
whale's stomach.tofpraﬁéﬁﬁjﬁhis glant of:thé‘deep ffqm
sinking. In'SPite of all these aids whaling still
remainé very much what it has élways been - a few hardy
men matching their wits and skill against~ﬁhe world's

most powerful animal, The whale usually loses, but

every season there aréAtales of narrow escapes, injufy

or damage to the frall boats, ~Waatherjis not‘the least
hazard for the whalers operate in Cook Straiﬁ,kﬁhe
roughest part of a rough sea, ook Strait whaling is of
unique interest inssmuch as it represents a relic of

what was once a major industry in the earliest seftleﬁfi
ment of New Zealand. iThe whélers are ndt worrying lweny
gréatly about future trends. If whales’fail to appear in
any season they will simply put away their gear and

concentrate on farming.
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APPENDIX I,

| CLASSTFICATION OF _ WHALES,

Igﬁaring fishes, marine faunae include two
groups of mammals,'tbe seals, and the whales snd
porpoises; and one group of reptiles, the turtles,
‘all of which have been hunted and used by man,
Species‘of'each of these three groups have'been uséd,
at one time or another, as a fat resource, Today,
whales éﬁd porpbises are the only group of fat yielding
marine mammals that abe(important aS‘a«resourCe for

large scale exploltation,-

General Charscteristics;

Whales and porpoises are the mammals most
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perfectly édapted to én exclusively marine life,

Though they never leave the water they'bfaathe with
lungs, therefore they have to surface at intervals

| tovexhale used air and carbon diexide and inhale

fresh air, During this inhaling of‘frésh ogygen
supplies the whales sink below the surface,‘after’
spouting, only to appear at the surface again after
five to sixty seconds, = After a number of these
shallow‘dives, varjing with the species from six to
forty in number, the ﬁhales'begin a deep dive lasting
five to twenty mihntes. | Spérm whales can stay bélow
for‘forty minutes, If undisturbed, each whale appears,
with the precision of a watch at regular intervals for
hlowing, If disturbed, some whales can stay under
water up to seventy minutes, The fact that whales have
lungs is responsible for our knowledgh of these gea
giants, Had they gills, their life would probably be
as obscure as is that of the deep sea monsters, The

necessity to rise to the surface to take in air makes

whales vulnerable to attack by men, théir only important

(eaemy‘? N |
Being genuine mammals whales have body tempernl

aturés averaging 37.70 c. Fof better heat economy,

especiglly in the icy Arcbic and Antarctic oceans, their
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streanlined bodies are covered with a thick sub-
cutaneous 1ayér of fat, or blubber, The bones, mesat
 tissue and organs all contain deposits«of fat, ‘Thé'
heavy blanket of fat also serves as a store of energy
that enables the animals to migrate over great dis-

' faﬁces from one feeding‘gnound to anefher and tq sur=-
vive long periods with little or no fﬂbd. - Finally,
the blubber serves still another purpose,  Since 1ts
specifie-weight is 1ess_than that of‘water, fat out—
balances the sinking constituents of the body of{thé

ﬁhale and}eauses it to float, or ét least to come near
that state, |

t All whales ahd‘porpoises 1i§§ on animal food,
Some forms feed on plankton‘while ethera live on
large fish and deep-sea eéphaiopods, such as glant
squids, A single form, the ¥iller whale, eats
'aléo other warm blooded animals such as seals,upenguins‘
and smaller whales, though, probably, only occasionﬂly.i
The necessity of living éither on élankton or on fish
dnd squid that may.be struckAas individual prey, requifes
particular adaption of the cateching organs, abilities
and way of liﬁing of these hige animals,

Clagsificationt

Whalebone whales comprise sbout ten species,
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varying in length, with one exception, from nine to a
hundred and five féet. | Ail of'theﬁ live on small
cfdstaceans, or on masses of very small fishes of the
herring and mackerel type, or on both.r The shrimpfiike
‘krill is the basis of the life of the most important
species among the whalebone whales, and the stomach éf
a killed whale often contains & ton or{more of krill,
To~cétch,a‘sufficiant volume of krill and other crustaceans
or smell fish, the whalebone whale is equipped with a,.
technical apparatus that permits filling\the mouth with
prey-containing water, séueezing out the water with the
powerful tongue, and retaining the prey, This‘contrap-
tion consists of from 260-360 horny elastic‘plates called
whalebone af baleen, These plateé are attached teo

the side of the upper jaw and carry a fringe of bristles
at their inner rim, When the mouth, which in all
species, has a protruding, wider ahd 1arger lower Jaw,
is q}osed the‘baleen is bent or folded backward, When
the mouth is opened the baleen springs forward to form

- a grid entirely filling tbe‘spaca between the Jjaws,
pérmitting the water to paés in and out but retaining
the shrimps and small fish, |

The second group is composed of a much larger
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‘number of species of which some sixtyfive are kmown,

The two main varieties, gperm or cachalot and bottlenose,

dive deeply and feed on large fish and squids, Most of
.the toothed wha;es are polygamous and live in large
herds, occasionally composed of thouéanda of‘animals.
All ﬁhe big’speciés of whalebone and toothed whales have
‘been hunted on aﬁlarge‘soale,in the past or are\thé ébQ
. Jects of commercial exploitation today, In former
days the whaling industry depended on right whales énd'
spérm‘whaleé; at present the finners are the main source
of yield, The blue whale, the largest of all whales
with the thickest blubber, is nowadays the most precious
species in the eyes of the whaleré and the fin whale
-shares sheir main interest, Sick sperm whales are
‘especially valusble for in their intestines is‘fpund the

precious anbergris used in perfumes and flavourings,



I, WHALEBONE WHALES:

¥

L (e)

1.  Right Wheles:
| (a)f Bowheaé |
(b) Black Right Whale
(¢) Pacific Right Whale
* (4) Pigmy Right Whale

2o ,Finnérs or Rorguals:

* (a) Blue Whals
(b) Fimback
(e)
(4)

Finbaek
Sei Whale
Bryde Whale
Midget Whale

%« (f) Humpback Whale

e Gray Whales

II, TOOTHED WHALES:

1. Sperm Whales:

or Sperm

#* (a) Cachalot
. : Whale

(b) Pigmy Sperm Whale
(c) Bottlenose

Caught in New Zealand waters

774

N, Polar regions
N, Atlantic
‘N, Polar seas, N,Pacific

N.Z, waters

Cold temp, seas - to 100'
,Antarotic\seas - to 90!

Cold temp, seas - to 56!
S, Africag seas - to 50'

Cold seas - to 20'

ALl seas - to 65"

N, Amer, & Jap., Coasts -
to 50!, A

All seas especially in
tropical and sub-tropical

aones,

to 65!

Arctic and Antarctic seas

ﬁo 20!
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(d) Beaked Whale,

Porpoisess
(a) Narwhal N, Polar seas - to 20°
(b) Beluga or White Whale N, cold seas - to 20'

True Dolphins;

(a) Grampus or Killer Whale All seas, cold and warm

(b) Black Fish or Pilot Whale All seas
(¢) Risso's Dolphin All seas
(&) Cemmon Dolphim ~ All seas

(e) River Dolphin S. America, China,
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APPENDIX II,

SEASON'S CATCHES OF WHALES FROM SHORE

STATTONS IN TORY CHANNEL,

From Te Awaiti three shore stations operated

during the peried from 1827 to 1925, when two smalgamated,

1827
1829
1833

1839 :
18L0-1910

1911
1912

Total caught 7 whales
| " " 1&_ tt
i " . 1 7 1t

L 1L .9 "
Average total catch for each station L whales
Total caught by ?eranes 9; by others 5

" i A ‘ﬂ 12 ; 1" " 6

THE LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY
CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.
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Average total caugbﬁ by Peranos 23; by others 5

Priges 1930 - 1948:

1914-25
1926=35  Average total cateh from the TeAwaitifWekenui
| Whaling Staﬁion -"57 Whales

1935 Total catch 84 whales

1936 " no g2

‘193? " " 75 "

1938 " " N "

1939 " " 78 "

1940 " " 97 R A humpback,‘eo‘sperm,g

, L right, 2 blue

1941 " " 93 " 68 humpbapk, 2l sperm 1 right-

1942 " "oq00 " 73 25 " 3 "

s s wee v movogow)

, 1 dlue
190l " nooq08 " 83 25 " |
1945 " " 407 w72 " 27 " 6 rightg
2 blue,;

19&6' " " 440 " 86 " 20 oy right

1947 v "3 B " 26 % 6@

1948 " " o4 "6l " ey " 5‘ ")
: 1 blue)

0il pricés have varied from £10 to £43,10, O

per tun (252 gallons); the average yield being eighteen

tuns a whale,

Bone prices have fluctuated between £16 and £35

2
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per ton, and espproximate yheld from each whale is
six tons,

Baleen is sold from £2 to £3 per pound,
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Fig, 29, 'Chaser operating in Cook Strait,
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